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What’s the Difference?
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Over-the-Counter       VS.       Prescription Drugs
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WHERE CAN YOU FIND 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS?

https://everywhereagency.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/everywhere_logo_social_agency.png



A Little Background

Rx represents the word prescription.

Originated in medieval times as an 
abbreviation for the word take.

Prescription is an order that must be written 
(script) before (pre) a drug can be prepared.

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/23/44/f0/2344f0d2673e1bd3425b168878937c02.jpg



Why do some 
medicines 
require a 

prescription?
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Know The Safe Way To Use 
Prescription Drugs. 

➢Doctor will tell you.

➢Parents will tell you & give the 
medication.

➢Pharmacist assistance.

➢Label on medication with directions.

➢Always read the information and 
follow all directions on the label

http://onlineathens.com/sites/default/files/imagecache/full/15690615.jpg



“Misuse Of Prescription 
Drugs”.
What is it?

Misuse of prescription drugs is when 
someone does not take prescription 

drugs as directed or intended-
unknowingly, unintentionally, or 

accidently.

o Taking medicine that is not yours.

o Sharing your medicine with others.

o Not storing medicine properly.

o Taking the wrong amount.
http://www.dualdiagnosis.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/ManagingMedications-OCD-615x407.jpg



https://tandemthoughts.landlinemag.com/wp-
content/uploads/201
7/07/Unintended-Consequences-720-480-1200x800_c.jpg

• Misusing prescription drugs is unsafe 
and can lead to serious health 
consequences and even death. 

• It is also a serious health concern for 
your age group.



Prescription Drug Abuse

Prescription drug misuse becomes abuse 
when the misuse is carried out intentionally 
for a desired effect.

• Example: A person takes their parents prescription pain 
medicine to a party to share with friends to get high.

 The difference between misuse and abuse is 
the intent. 

• Is the person misusing the prescription drug on 
purpose or with the knowledge that they are not 
suppose to be taking the prescription drug.

http://www.alcoholaddiction.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/understanding_teen_prescription_drug_abuse.png



Where are young people 
getting the prescription 

drugs from?
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SKITTLES
PARTY

Placing prescription drugs into a 
bowl and randomly taking an 

unknown combination of 
prescription drugs in order to get 

high.

https://lastresortrecovery.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/147089304-1024x680.jpg



Why Are Young People Abusing 
Prescription Drugs?

• To party

• To get high

• To do better in school

• To lose weight

• To relieve pain(i.e. to self medicate)

• To fit in

https://theoldspeakjournal.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/misc14.jpg



Prescription Drug Abuse 
PSA Video

http://blog.palmpartners.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/iStock-598557524.jpg
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How Are Young People 
Abusing Prescription 

Drugs?
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What Can Happen To Someone 
Abusing Prescription Drugs?

❖ Negative impact on 
relationships with family & 
friends.

❖ Negative short-term & long-
term health consequences.

❖ Paranoia, high body temps, & 
irregular heart beat.

❖ Drowsiness, nausea, 
constipation & slowed 
breathing.

❖ Slurred speech, shallow 
breathing, fatigue, 
disorientation, lack of 
coordination, & seizures.

❖ Abuse of any prescription 
drug can lead to addiction.

❖ Abuse of mind-altering 
prescription drugs can 
impair judgement and lead 
to elevated risk of diseases.

❖Will lead to jail or prison 
time.



Misuse & Abuse Avoidance

Can be avoided by educating about the serious 
risks involved with prescription drug misuse and 
abuse.

Use the knowledge to refuse invitation to abuse 
prescription drugs.

Share the knowledge with others.

Report abuse to a parent, teacher, SRO, school 
guidance counselor, or other trusted adult.

Ignore the offer and walk away.



PSA Prescription Drug Abuse OTHS
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If You Or Someone You 
know Needs Help with 

prescription drug ABUSE 
Please Talk To An Adult!

http://areyouok.org.nz/assets/AreyouOK/Resources/It-is-OK-to-ask-for-help-colour.jpg
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