
ECUSTA TRAIL EVENTS – GUIDELINES (DRAFT) 

 

Ready to apply? You can complete the online form here. 

Henderson County leases the portion of the Ecusta Trail from the City of Hendersonville to the 
county line, which the Parks and Recreation Department maintains. The trail is open to the public 
and operated for the benefit and enjoyment of all. It is also an alternative transportation corridor 
and can never be closed for an event. This document lists the guidelines for holding events on the 
trail and the rules that organizers and attendees must follow. 

GENERAL EVENT REQUIREMENTS - Any person or organization sponsoring an event on 
the Ecusta Trail must follow all the requirements below:  

1. The trail must be used according to the Ecusta Trail Rules and Etiquette. Event sponsors 
must ensure that all participants know the rules which apply to all events and participants.  

2. The event may not conflict with events sponsored by the Friends of Ecusta Trail or a 
Henderson County-sponsored event.  

3. Organizers must pick from predetermined routes or provide a proposed route map.  
4. The event may not require a trail closure or restrict access to areas of the trail. During an 

event, trail users who are not part of the event are still allowed access to the entirety of 
the Ecusta Trail, trail parking lots, and other trail amenities. Event sponsors must ensure 
that all event participants are considerate and aware of the presence of other trail users.  

5. Event participants and event materials may not trespass on private property.  
6. Event signage and materials (tables, tents, etc.) must be approved during the application.  
7. Event sponsors are responsible for removing any trash generated upon event completion.  
8. Motorized vehicles are prohibited on the trail before, during, and after an event.  
9. Races are limited to foot traffic only. Bicycle races are not permitted.  

10. Event hosts are responsible for ensuring adequate parking for participants. Parking on 
private property within the County or a municipality must be authorized by the owner. 
Parking on the Ecusta Trail is prohibited. Shuttles may transfer event participants to and 
from the Trail or event hub. A parking plan is required before event approval.    

11. Events must comply with the restrictive noise hours of 10:00 PM – 7:00 AM. All evening 
events shall end by 10:00 PM. 

12. Open burning or open flames are not permitted.  
13. Only Route arrow stickers are permitted for course marking. Spray paint is prohibited. 
14. Your event may require additional permits. Parks and Recreation will help you determine 

the necessary permits at your mandatory meeting following application submission.  
Applicants, specifically first-time applicants, may be required to meet on-site after all 
additional permits are secured. Events starting or ending off the Ecusta Trail will be 
required to get the applicable permits from the associated jurisdiction(s). 

15. Signs are required to give sufficient notice at least 24 hours before the event. Our 
interactive map shows required signage locations on predetermined routes. Parks and 
Recreation will help you determine required sign locations for unique routes.  
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DISCLAIMER  
While approval for a proposed event will not be unreasonably withheld, Henderson County Parks 
and Recreation reserves the right to deny any event request if:  

1. The event or event sponsors do not meet all the guidelines in this policy.  
2. The event would unduly interfere with general trail usage, or an already approved event.  
3. The event organizer previously violated Henderson County event policies. 

Failure to comply with these Guidelines may result in the denial of future event requests.  


