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*NC Natural Heritag e Inventory  Sig nificance of Site
State: The site contains one of the best element occurrences within 
the state that are not already  considered of national sig nificance; ag ain, 
best is usually  restricted to just the top five such ex amples.
Reg ional: The site contains the best occurrences within a g iven Priority  
Reg ion that are not already  considered of national or state sig nificance. 
Priority  Reg ions have been delineated by  NC Natural Heritag e Prog ram 
staff with the g oal of creating  reg ions with similar environmental 
conditions and of roug hly  the same size. Twenty -two terrestrial 
priority  reg ions and 25 aquatic priority  reg ions have been defined in 
the state.

County : The site is a biolog ical resource within the county  but not of 
reg ional sig nificance.
National:  The site contains one of the best occurrences of a rare or 
hig h-quality  element of natural diversity  k nown to ex ist any where 
within its rang e.  An “element of natural diversity ” or simply , an
 “element” is a plant animal, natural community , or animal assemblag e 
(e.g ., heronries and colonial waterbird nesting  sites). Specific 
occurrences of these elements are referred to as element occurrences.” 
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*Henderson County tax parcel data classifies these properties as
participating in the present use value is a  program. Under this County 
program eligible lands are taxed based on present use value instead 
of market value. Present use value is only applied to agricultural,
horticultural, or forestland. Not all agricultural land is eligible. 
Approximately 218.47 acres of  the Planning Area fall under the 
present use value category.
**Henderson County tax parcel data classify these properties as
agriculture-horticulture or forestland. Additional properties may be 
agricultural but have not received this designation.Approximately 
382.51 acres of the Planning Area are classified by the tax assessor as 
agriculture-horticulture or forestland.
***Voluntary Agricultural Districts identify and include farms which 
participate in this Henderson County program defined under Henderson 
County Code Chapter 92, Farmland Preservation. Additional properties 
may be agricultural but do not participate in this program. 
Approximately 3,512.60 acres of the Planning Area are within a 
Voluntary AgriculturalDistrict.
****United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Services
Agency (FSA) is responsible for administering and managing farming
programs and identifies only that farmland which participates in these 
programs. Additional properties may be agricultural but do not 
participate in these programs. Approximately 13,783.73 acres of the 
Planning Area are identified by the FSA as participating in these 
programs. The County attained the data in 2009, however, the USDA 
FSA is not permitted to provide additional information on this data, 
including information on the data's year.
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