
Illuminations 

Quarterly Newsletter Summer 2018 

Inside this Issue: 

From the   2 
Director’s Shelf 

Library Hours 3 
& Locations   

Spotlight on Staff  3 

Wowbrary  4 

Regional Roundup 5 

Jennifer McGaha  5 
 

New Reference 6 
Resources 
 

I Love My Library  7 

Food For Fines 7 

Spanish Class  8 

Branching Out 8 

Ruthie Rosauer 9 

Call To Artists 9 

Midweek Matinee 10 

Friday Flick  10 

Side By Side   10 
Singing 

Summer Reading 11 

FOL Update  12 

Board of Trustees 12 

Donations  12 

Holiday Hours 12 

Social Media  12 
 

 www.hendersoncountync.gov/library For more information, see page 11. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR’S SHELF 

Page 2 

For this dedication to serve in so many impactful ways, we want  
to extend a very big THANK YOU!  

Henderson County Public Library volunteers recently gathered at the Chariot in Hendersonville to celebrate and  

be thanked for the valuable service they provide to our Henderson County communities. 

                                                                                                                       Over the past year, more than 200 dedicated  

                                                                                                                       volunteers donated a combined total of 17,782      

                                                                                                                       hours throughout our library system.  

                                                                                                                       This generosity provided nearly $250,000 of labor 

                                                                                                                       and support to help our library system thrive.  

                                                                                                                       Henderson County Library is immensely grateful      

                                                                                                                       for the contributions made by each of our  

                                                                                                                       volunteers.                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                       Library volunteers wear many hats:                                                                                

Giving Thanks To Our Volunteers 
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- Trina Rushing, Library Director  

 They help process new books.  

 They provide patron assistance. 

 They assist with genealogy research. 

 They return books back to their shelves. 

 They assist with delivery to our   
homebound residents.                                                                                  

 And much, much more! 

Interested in joining our team? 

www.hendersoncountync.gov/library/page/volunteer-your-library 

The library is always looking for volunteers  
who have a passion for service and a  

love of literacy and learning.   
To learn more about the many opportunities 

available visit our volunteering page. 

Our volunteers  
come from all backgrounds  

and walks of life. 

Turn to page 8 to hear one  
of their many journeys. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNuF86nc-cgCFQJCJgodltAOIw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.palomar.edu%2Fpages%2Ftestwritingstrategies%2F2015%2F02%2F18%2Flist-of-resources%2F&psig=AFQjCNHfgSHErj0nb
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SPOT 
 LIGHT ON STAFF  

LIBRARY HOURS  

& LOCATIONS 
 

Main Library 697-4725 
301 N Washington Street 

Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Mon-Thu 9-8   Fri & Sat 9-5 

Edneyville Branch 685-0110 

2 Firehouse Road 

Hendersonville, NC 28792 

Mon & Tue 9-7 

Wed & Thu 9-5 

Fri & Sat 10-2 

Etowah Branch 891-6577 

101 Brickyard Road 

Etowah, NC 28729 

Mon & Wed 9-7 

Tue & Thu 9-5 

Fri & Sat 10-2 

Fletcher Branch 687-1218 

120 Library Road 

Fletcher, NC 28732 

Mon & Wed 10-7 

Tue & Thu 10-5 

Fri & Sat 10-4 

Green River Branch 697-4969 

50 Green River Road 

Zirconia, NC 28790 

Mon & Fri 9-5* 

Tue & Thu 9-6* 

Wed & Sat 9-1 

*Closed for lunch 12-1 

Mills River Branch 890-1850 

124 Town Center Drive 

Mills River, NC 28759 

Mon & Fri 9-5 

Tue & Wed 9-6 

Thu & Sat 9-1 

 

I’ve called WNC home for 10 years, though I was born 
and raised in Western Maryland. I fell in love with the 
culture and the beauty of the mountains while  
attending Montreat College and haven’t left since!  
As a history student in college I worked in the campus 
library and later completed an internship at The Moja-
ve Desert Heritage and Cultural Association, a museum 
and archive dedicated to preserving the  
history of ghosted-out mining towns. I am delighted  
to be able to serve the community through working in 
the library and every day I look forward to spending 
the day in an environment where knowledge,  
curiosity, and imagination are celebrated. 
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Vanessa Warmingham,  
Circulation Assistant 

Claire Dubois, Circulation Assistant 

I am a New York native and previously worked in  
fashion design before coming to WNC to work for a  
year in the Department of Public Instruction’s Migrant 
Education Program as an AmeriCorps VISTA. Last year  
I started with the library as an auxiliary staff member, 
fulfilling a dream of mine to work in a public library.  
I feel lucky to begin my library career in Henderson 
County and look forward to getting to know our  
community better. When not at the library I am  
probably hiking with my three dogs or trying to  
make my family up north jealous of our weather. 

After graduating in December 2017 with my Masters  
of Library Science from East Carolina University, I  
found myself on the hunt for a librarian position. I  
wanted to find a library with a reputation for  
dedication to its community and was blessed to  
receive a position here. I have previously worked in  
circulation for the public library in Onslow County  
and for youth services in the Gibsonville Public  
Library. These experiences have instilled in me a love  
of helping others, promoting literacy in all its forms,  
and advancing access to information for all patrons.  
I am a passionate perfectionist, and more than happy  
to be working in the youth services department. 

Samantha Shearin,  
Youth Services Librarian 
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Be the first to know when the library orders new titles by signing up for our weekly Wowbrary newsletter. 

Check out the staff pick of the week, peruse the newest editions of digital magazines, and browse the  

latest bestseller additions to the collection. Customize your newsletter to see only the  

categories you’re interested in and get in line early for your top choices.  
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In local author events, the library hosted the release of Ann B. Ross’s new 

book, Miss Julia Raises the Roof and Amy Duernberger with Exploring the 

Southern Appalachian Grassy Balds. Jennifer McGaha visits the library on 

Thursday, June 14th at 5:30pm to discuss her bestseller memoir Flat Broke 

with Two Goats (see article at right for more info). For a brief time in the 

1930s, The Great Gatsby author F. Scott Fitzgerald made Hendersonville  

his home and a new novel Another Side of Paradise by Sally Koslow  

fictionalizes the author’s drinking and infidelity in the years that followed. 

Another author whose debut Summit Lake was eerily similar in the setting 

and name to Tuxedo’s Lake Summit, Charlie Donlea has a new thriller  

Don’t Believe It. 

Cold Mountain author Charles Frazier’s new book is about a reluctant  

bride of the Confederacy called Varina. For something closer to home in 

local historical fiction, read a recently republished The Land Breakers by  

the late Asheville historian and novelist John Ehle who passed away this 

spring and a new book by Taylor Brown, Gods of Howl Mountain.  

Additional Southern gothic novels to check out are Country Dark by Chris 

Offut and Heaven’s Crooked Finger by Hank Early. 

Even more regional titles include Janet Beard’s take on the Hidden Figures 

story, Atomic City Girls about the secret lives of Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  

Civil Rights in Winston-Salem take center stage in Elaine Neil Orr’s  

Swimming Between Worlds or try Treeborne by Caleb Johnson, about a 

black orchardist and the many layers of history in Alabama. In a dark and 

literary look at the War on Terror, try Small Treasons by NC author Mark 

Powell, or for something on a lighter note, there’s a book of stories by  

Lauren Groff called simply, Florida. 

Lastly, it wouldn’t be summer without  

beach reads and some light romance.  

The High Tide Club by Mary Kay  

Andrews about an eccentric millionaire  

fits the bill, and Denise Hunter’s  

Blue Ridge Sunrise and Honeysuckle  

Dreams are both part of a new series. 

 
- Ed Graves,  

Branch & Collection Coordinator  

Thanks for reading! 

Local author Jennifer McGaha’s 
2018 memoir Flat Broke with 
Two Goats is garnering rave  
reviews locally and nationally, 
following her story of returning 
to Western North Carolina to 
homestead, raise goats, and  
reconsider ideas of home,  
happiness, and security.  

In April, the book was selected 
for the national Big Library Read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer will speak about her 
book at the Main Library on  

Thursday, June 14th at 5:30pm. 

Books will be available for sale. 
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Do you want to research your family history, but 
don’t know where to start? Wish you knew more 

about Microsoft Excel, but need a jumpstart?  

The series, Reference Resources You Should Know About,  
continues this summer to introduce you to online reference 
resources and inspire you to explore. Demonstrations last  
for one hour and are held in the Kaplan Auditorium of the  

Main Library unless otherwise noted. Attendance is free and  
no registration is needed. Come see what excellent  

resources you have at your fingertips! 
 

Upcoming Resource Demonstrations 

Historic North Carolina Newspapers 
June 8, 3-4pm  Main Library 
August 24, 2-3pm  Fletcher Library 

Legal Information Reference Center 
June 15, 3-4pm  Main Library 
June 22, 2-3pm  Main Library 

Hoonuit 
July 14, 2-3pm  Main Library 
July 26, 2-3pm  Etowah Library 

Ancestry.com 
August 10, 10-11am  Main Library 

Testing and Education Reference Center 
August 14, 6-7pm  Main Library 

Patrons now have access to two new resources– Legal Information Reference Center 
and Hoonuit, a collection of software and technology training videos. Both resources 
can be found on the library’s Research webpage under the General Research link. 

Legal Information Reference Center gives patrons access to thousands of legal  
forms from all fifty states and the contents of over 500 legal reference books.  

Hoonuit is an adult learning resource with an emphasis on technology and career  
learning. Hoonuit courses are built around short video lessons and include topics  
such as business writing and using Excel 2016.   

This summer, staff will host multiple sessions  
across library locations to introduce  
patrons to these great new resources.  

 

 

If you have questions about the demonstrations or resources, please contact Mark Burdette  
at 697-4725, ext. 2307 or mburdette@hendersoncountync.org.  
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Illuminations          Summer 2018 Page 7 

363 patrons joined us for our 4th annual  
I Love My Library event to learn about the 
many services that county libraries provide 
and reaffirm their support of the work we 
do. We even had a special visitor help us 
paint kindness rocks to place throughout 
the community. 
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In a single week,  
patrons donated  

 
food items totaling  

1,471 pounds! 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK’S 
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Every day dozens of  
volunteers help with the  
daily operations of our six  
library locations. Nowhere  
is this more important than  
at our branch libraries,  
many of which depend on  
volunteers to maintain  
flexible hours.  

 

 

Once upon a time, many years ago, as a young  

person growing up in Park Ridge, a suburb of  

Chicago, Illinois, I fell in love with books, reading, 

and learning. A small library was located at the 

north end of our town near the Pickwick Theater.  

In the basement children’s bookshelves beckoned.  

Upstairs the world of adult literature held treasures 

of world travel, unusual lives, and imaginings of  

science and philosophy. I longed for my ‘adult’ library 

card and admission to the wonders of ‘Upstairs.’ I 

was given permission and life has never been without 

access to and challenge of knowledge and wisdom. 

                           My position as a  

                           volunteer assisting Cindy    

                           Camp-Fisher at the  

                           Edneyville Branch has  

                           allowed me to share my    

                           pleasure of reading with         

                           so many of the new     

                           friends walking through  

                           the doors of our library. 

                           Thank you one and all, 

                                                           Mark Raymond 

Over the next few issues, we’ll be highlighting a  
few of these individuals serving our community. 

Introduction  
To Spanish Language 
And Hispanic Culture 

Mark your calendars for Introductory 
Spanish language classes offered at the 
Etowah Branch Library through Western 
North Carolina Language Institute.  
 

Instructor Karlee Nichols will help you  
develop a firm foundation in the  
language and a better understanding of 
Spanish culture.  
 

These classes are designed to fit the needs  
of a beginning language learner with no or 
limited exposure to the Spanish language.  
 

Classes will be held at the Etowah  
Library on Tuesdays from 1-2:30pm,  

September 11-November 6, 2018  
(no class October 30th). 

Registration is required and  
opens August 11th.  

 



Page 9 Illuminations          Summer 2018 

- Sharon Arnette, Technical Services Librarian  

Ruthie Rosauer  
Photography on Display  

at the Library 
Photographer Ruthie Rosauer grew up in New Jersey where  

she took trees for granted. Moving to West Texas in mid-life  

she wept day after day in longing for trees other than the  

treacherous mesquite (those thorns really hurt!) or occasional  

cottonwood. She never took trees for granted again. She now  

resides in Western North Carolina with her husband and two  

dogs, surrounded by beautiful trees.  

                                                        Her exhibit, “These Trees,”  

                                                        runs from April 14—June 28  

                                                        at the Main Library.  

                                                        Her book of the same title is  

                                                        available for checkout from the library. 

                                                        Join Ruthie Rosauer for a live program, “For the Love of Trees,” at the Main  

                                                        Library on August 22nd at 2pm for a virtual tour of trees in all their multi-faceted  

                                                        splendor: roots, bark, leaves, flowers, whole trees, and intriguing shapes as  

                                                        sculpted by Mother Nature through the four seasons. Music, poetry, and  

                                                        anecdotes are woven into this ‘valentine’ to the arboreal world. 

Currently Scheduled: 

Late Summer 2018 Exhibit: Open theme (July-September) 

Fall 2018 Exhibit: Portraits (October-December) 
 

We invite interested artists to contact us!  
 

Call 697-4725 for Sharon Arnette (ext. 2326)  
or Michele von Boeck (ext. 2305) 

Call to Artists 

We are currently pursuing artwork  
for ongoing quarterly art exhibits. 
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Coco 
August 1st  

@ 2pm 

Enjoy a FREE  
afternoon at the  

movies at the  
Main Library. 

Midweek 
Matinee 

Patrons with hearing  
devices equipped with a 
telecoil (t-coil) can use  

the Kaplan Auditorium’s  
Hearing Loop to take  

advantage of the  
full experience. 

Those without a t-coil  
can borrow a listening 

device for FREE.  
Ask staff for details. 

Darkest Hour 

July 11th @ 2pm 

Wonder 

June 13th  
@ 2pm 

 
 

 

Star Wars:  
The Last Jedi 

 

August 10th @ 1:30pm 

 

    Side By Side  
  Singing Series 
In February, the library  
hosted Side by Side Singing, an opportunity to participate in  
community singing in a relaxed atmosphere. The series returns  
this summer with three dates. Those living  
with short term memory loss, Parkinson’s  
Disease, or are interested in exploring  
singing as a way to promote healthy aging  
are especially invited to participate.  
 

No experience or music reading knowledge required.  
The event is free and lyric sheets will be provided. 

July 25 
August 15 

September 27 

2:00pm 
Main Library 
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Come find out why your Libraries Rock this summer– we will 
have fun music with Big Bang Boom, Didgeridoo Down Under, 
and others. Hands On! will bring the science of sound and 
show us how geology rocks. The ever-popular Snakes Alive! 
will return this year with shows at four branches. Teens can 
try to solve the breakout box, learn to play a didgeridoo, 
make altered book art or wire wrapped jewelry, and more! 
Find a full calendar of events on our website or pick one up at 
any branch. 

Reading Challenge!  Children and Teens can pick up their 
reading cards at any branch starting June 1st. Read books, 
graphic novels, magazines, or whatever else you like to read 
to complete your card. Turn your first card in by July 31st  
to pick out a free book and be entered into a prize drawing.  
Additional cards completed give you extra chances in our 
prize drawings. Our preschool friends can join the fun by 
picking up an activity card to complete for a free book  
and entry into a prize drawing. 

Youth Summer Reading Programs Adult Summer  
Reading Program 

Summer reading isn’t just for the  
kids anymore! Pick up a reading  
card and record the amount of time 
you read between June 1st and July 
31st. For every five hours of  
reading– books, eBooks, audiobooks, 
magazines, newspapers, or reading  
to others– you can enter for a  
chance to win a prize. Each library 
location will offer the grand prize of  
a Kindle Fire HD! 

Encouraging children  
and teens to continue reading during  

summer break can help improve their reading  
skills and prevent the summer slide.  

Join us this summer as we encourage young readers. 
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LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Thank you to those who have donated: 

Donating funds to purchase items for the library is a 
wonderful way to impact your community. 

The name of any individual receiving an aggregate of $500 in memorial gifts will 
be added to a plaque in the Main Library. In addition, the name of any individual 

who donated $500 or more to the library will be added to a plaque at Main. 

Visit the donations/memorials tab on our website  
or call 828-697-4725, option 3 for more details. 

 

Vance Yoder, Chairman                                   Katie Winkler, Secretary       

Bill Ramsey, FOL President      Grady Hawkins, Commissioner           

Candler Willis             Tom Orr             Susan Williams             Marcia Mills Kelso              

Maxine Hall 

Nenon Ujiki 

Kathryn Mattes 

Holiday Hours for the Library: 

Independence   Closed Wednesday, July 4th 

Day  

 

Labor Day   Closed Monday, September 3rd 

    

Mr. & Mrs. James Gilson 

Joseph McDowell, NSDAR 

 

                                                              Your Friends of the Library have enjoyed an active year.  Of course, we are 

                                                               best known for our May and September Book/CD/DVD sales. These sales  

                                                                 are made possible through public support 

both in donating well-conditioned items and coming to our Spartanburg  

Highway location on sale dates to purchase carefully sorted items. Annually, 

over 10,000 hours of volunteer time goes into these sales.  

Proceeds from sales and memberships support programs at all library locations  

including music performances by popular performers from around the region,  

lectures on topics of interest from history to nature, and dozens of events for  

children and teens. All programs are free to the public. 

 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY  

- Bill Ramsey, Friends of the Library President  

Support the work of the Friends! 

The recent two-day  
May sale raised almost  

$28,000!  

For only $10/year you can show your support for our libraries.  
If you’re interested in volunteering, consider donating a couple of 

hours a week or only a couple of hours a year during our sales.  
 

Pick up info at your library or visit our website at 
www.friendsofthehcpl.org and click the appropriate tab. 






