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Brightwaters – Description 
 
Brightwaters of Brightwater Farm is an excellent example of an intact craftsman cottage built in 1923.  
This is a one and half story and part basement stone dwelling having an ordinary wood joist roof 
covered with terracotta tile shaped metal.  The interior finish of the first floor is of double wood joist 
floor with oak wearing surfaces.  Sidewalls and partition walls are of river rock lath and plaster.  In the 
most part while the living room and dining room have paneled wainscot and a beamed ceiling.  
Basement floor is concrete on earth and is otherwise unfinished.   Entire building is lighted by 
electricity and heated by a hot water supply from boiler located in the basement fired by coal through 
a “Combustioneer” stoker. 1 
 
There was an addition added to the back of the home in 1984 creating a large family room and 
sunroom off the kitchen.  There was an inground pool installed during the same year on the side of the 
home next to the portico.  The pool has a vinyl liner, never gunite. 2 
 
Currently the home still contains original unique plaster work in the formal living room along with 
original coffered ceiling and river rock fireplace.  Original wainscoting is still intact in both dining room 
and formal living room.  Walls and ceilings throughout the home mainly are of plaster but there are 
some areas where drywall has been required.  Floors throughout main house are original oak and 
floors in the addition have been updated to match.  Original picture frame flooring still exists 
throughout the main house. 
Original master half bath has been updated to a small walk-in closet and sitting room off the primary 
bedroom has been updated to a master bath with wainscoting to match the living and dining room.   
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Windows throughout main home are mostly original other than in the addition and on the south facing 
side of the home. 
The original metal roof has been maintained and is good condition. 
HVAC has been installed to heat and cool the home.  The original boiler is still located in the basement 
but not in use. 
Trees and landscaping are some of the oldest most mature in the area according to several arborists. 
They likely predate the home. 3 

The stone portico with original parking garage and garage door is still in tack along with the 5 original 
river rock pillars that surround it.   
Walkways are all original. 
 
At this time no renovations are needed or planned.  The home is in excellent condition and only needs 
maintained. 
 
This property is in a residential area located on top of a hill at the corner of Highway 64 and Turley Falls 
Rd.  It is in the Brightwaters community just west of Laurel Park on the south side of highway 64 and 
Turley Falls Rd. 
 
This property should be designated a historic site due to it being 100 years old, tied to the life of an 
influential person who impacted the social and economic culture of Hendersonville, and lastly the 
distinct architectural style. 
 
History 
This home was built in 1923 for Samuel J. Childs (Born 01/21/1874 in Boston, MA 4) and his family.  This 
home was built by Albert Drake.5 This is the same builder who built 299 Sunset in Hendersonville, NC 
and also the Earl Stillwell home located at 549 Blythe St.6 This is a craftsman style home built with 
elegantly crafted natural materials.  This style of home is representative of a general trend in western 
North Carolina in the first decades of the twentieth century.  Some examples of this building style 
include the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, the High Hampton Inn in Hendersonville, and Snowbird 
Mountain Lodge near Robbinsville.7  
 
S.J. Childs used this as a residence and a home office for Brightwaters Farm and Brightwaters Mountain 
Cottages which he developed after moving here in 1923.8 He owned 200 acres on the north side of 64 
and 200 additional acres on the south side which is where the home and the farm are located.  S.J. 
Childs and his sons ran the farm9 farming prized chicken, cattle, and other food to support the resort.  
He was a pioneer in new farming technology for the time and used it to his advantage.  He also owned 
and operated Brightwaters Farm and Supply Company located at 412 – 414 North Main10 in downtown 
Hendersonville which was leased to the Statesville Flour Mill Company in 1933.  This building is 
preserved by the Hendersonville Historic Preservation Commission11 but dates back to 1920 and was 
designed by Erle Stillwell in 1924.12 1937 is the earliest use of this building mentioned; this is a missing 
piece of a larger picture.  This location is next door to the Ewbank & Ewbank building designed by Earl 
Stillwell in 1923.13 
 
Members of the Childs family still reside in the area today such as Martha Childs Pryor, the 
granddaughter of Samuel J. Childs and his wife Jessie M. Childs (09/13/1888, died 6/6/1977).  They had 
3 sons (Arthur Wadsworth Childs, Samuel James Childs Jr, Robert Brown Childs) and 1 daughter (Ruth 
Childs Brown).  He died in the home on March 3rd, 1962 due to cancer. S.J. Childs is buried alongside his 
wife and children at Shepherd’s Memorial Park in Naples, NC. 
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Childs moved to Hendersonville from Pinellas County (St Petersburg) Florida although originally from 
Boston but moved to Pennsylvania (McKeesport) where he met his wife. Childs was one of many 
Florida developers who bought land in Henderson County in its boom time from the 1880s to the mid-
1920s.  Childs purchased the land which he later developed into the Brightwater Farm community 
between 1922 to 1925 from John and H. H. Ewbank. The railroad skirted the south edge of the farm 
property, providing access to his development for the summer visitors, who could take the train to the 
nearby Horse Shoe station. Childs' cottages were rustic in design, built of round logs with saddle-
notched corners like many other summer cottages in Western North Carolina. The development 
included Sunset Drive on the west and Sunrise Drive on the east. Most of the cottages were built along 
Sunrise Drive, with individual homes, including the Moore house, built along Sunset Drive. A recreation 
area, located just down the hill from the Moore house, included a pavilion, lawn bowling, shuffleboard, 
and croquet areas. It was a popular gathering spot for the summer residents. The farm land on the 
south has only recently been developed into a modern subdivision, but a great deal of the land is still in 
farming use. 14 

The 25 Brightwaters Mountain Cottages are still standing today as private homes as well as the original 
Guest House and Lodge for the resort.  The resort was highly successful and brought tourism to 
Hendersonville for many years.  “Nights are always cool, even in mid-summer. With such a rarity in 
air, low humidity, and absence from the annoyance of mosquitoes, you will find the joys of the far 
Northern woods, and yet you are only a short distance from your Florida home,” reads an early 
Brightwaters brochure. A one-room schoolhouse became a dining hall, in addition to a central lodge 
and a two-story stone building, built in 1938, that featured eight bedrooms and six bathrooms.14 
“With plenty to occupy ones time: tennis, shuffle boards, horseshow pitching, hiking over trail and 
wood paths far up in the mountains, or motoring over paved highways.  Swimming and golfing on 
an 18-hole Donald Ross course may be had with other recreational advantages…”8 The farm 
provided fresh eggs, produce, and meat to the dining hall and other Hendersonville merchants. Year 
after year, the guests kept returning.  Due to the influence Samuel Childs had on the economy this 
area was named Brightwater Farm and is still named this today.  As his obituary stated in its title, he 
was a “Tourist Business Pioneer.”15 
 
The home has only been used as a private residence since its inception with much of the original 
integrity preserved.  This home was the dream of a man who had no boundaries.  If he dreamt it, it 
manifested itself through hard work and dedication.  Samuel Childs lived up and down the east coast 
but Hendersonville is where he decided to raise his family, start a farm of impressive proportions and 
award-winning livestock, open a feed store, and begin a vacation resort to bring more tourism into our 
little community.  Extraordinary does not feel like a strong enough word to describe how this man lived 
and died.  Only the luckiest of us will experience this.  The Samuel J. Childs home deserves to be 
deemed historically significant because of what he brought to our town and the impact he had on so 
many lives.  He was a man who frequently associated himself with families such as the Drake’s, 
Ewbank’s, and Stillwell’s, all prominent members of our past society.  We know Drake built the home 
but one can only speculate, did Stillwell design it?  Either way, the home and the history of the man 
who created it are all still very much intact.  We hope the county will see this as well by approving the 
historic designation request. 
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1. Insurance Company of North America Inspection & Survey Report 
2. Pool prints purchased by Palmer Van Arsdale 
3. Epperson Tree Service by Matt Beauregard an ISA certified arborist 
4. Findagrave - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/103179332/samuel-james-childs#  
5. Confirmed information with Martha Childs Pryor, Granddaughter of Samuel J. Childs – Interviewed 

01/28/2023 at the home. 
6. Hendersonville Historic Preservation Commission – Erle Stillwell House II 

http://www.hendersonvillehpc.org/structures/national-register-listings/erle-stillwell-house-1 
7. Sybil Argintar Bowers of Bower Southeastern Preservation – Application for Arthur W. Moore House; 

Historic Background section 
8. Brightwaters Mountain Cottages Brochure 
9. Letter from S.J. Childs to Mr. S.E. Varner 
10. Lease agreement between SJ Childs & Statesville Flour Mills Company 
11. Photo of bronze plaque located at 412-414 North Main in Hendersonville 
12. Buildings as History The Architecture of Erle Stillwell by William Mitchell, Page 50 
13. Photo of brone plaque located at 410 North Main in Hendersonville 
14. Susan Kelly’s Storybook Stays in Hendersonville - https://www.ourstate.com/storybook-stays-in-

hendersonville/ 
15. S.J. Childs Obituary in the Asheville Citizen-Times   
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Section 3:  Map/Site Plan 
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All white area is the original home 
Yellow Areas are the addition which was added in 1984 by the Van Arsdale Family. 
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105 Turley Falls Rd. Plot & Home Location on Plot 
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105 Turley Falls Rd. Satellite view of home  
 

 
 

The yellow boxes area highlights the only addition to the house which was added by the Van Arsdale 
Family in 1984.  The vinyl pool was added at the same time.  The pool has NEVER been gunite as the 
tax record suggests.  Please see pool prints for specifications. 

 
All roofing material on main house is original, including the tar section at the North end of the house 
which is lined with the same metal terracotta style roofing as remainder of home on the edges.  Please 
see below for a visual example. 
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105 Turley Falls Rd. – Photo of East Side (front) of home with the tar roof section highlighted to show the original 
edging in place to match the roofing. 
 

 
 
 
 

Original Tar Roof Section of 
Home 

 
 



Brightwaters – Description 
 

1. This is an excellent example of an intact craftsman cottage.  This is a one and half story 
and part basement stone dwelling having an ordinary wood joist roof covered with 
terracotta tile shaped metal.  The interior finish of the first floor is of double wood joist 
floor with oak wearing surfaces.  Sidewalls and partition walls are of river rock lath and 
plaster.  In the most part while the living room and dining room have paneled wainscot 
and a beamed ceiling.  Basement floor is concrete on earth and is otherwise unfinished.   
Entire building is lighted by electricity and heated by a hot water supply from boiler 
located in the basement fired by coal through a “Combustioneer” stoker. 
 
There was an addition added to the back of the home in 1984 creating a large family 
room and sunroom off the kitchen.  There was an inground pool installed during the 
same year on the side of the home next to the portico.  The pool has a vinyl liner. 
 
Currently the home still contains original unique plaster work in the formal living room 
along with original coffered ceiling and river rock fireplace.  Original wainscoting is still 
intact in both dining room and formal living room.  Walls and ceilings throughout the 
home mainly are of plaster but there are some areas where drywall has been required.  
Floors throughout main house are original oak and floors in the addition have been 
updated to match.   
Original master half bath has been updated to a small walk-in closet and sitting room off 
the primary bedroom has been updated to a master bath with wainscoting to match the 
living and dining room.   
Windows throughout main home are mostly original.   
The original metal roof has been maintained and is good condition. 
HVAC has been installed to head the home.  The original boiler is still located in the 
basement but not in use. 
Trees and landscaping are some of the oldest most mature in the area according to 
several arborists. 
The store portico is still in tack along with the 5 original river rock pillars that surround 
it.   
Walkways are all original. 
 
At this time no renovations are needed or planned.  The home is in excellent condition 
and only needs maintained. 
 

2.  This property is in a residential area located on top of a hill at the corner of Highway 64 
and Turley Falls Rd.  It is in the Brightwaters community just west of Laurel Park on the 
south side of highway 64 and Turley Falls Rd. 
 

 
History 



1. This home was built in 1923 for Samuel J. Childs and his family by the architect believed
to be Albert Drake.  This is the same architect that designed 299 Sunset in
Hendersonville, NC.  This is a craftsman style home built with elegantly crafted natural
materials.  This style of home is representative of a general trend in western North
Carolina in the first decades of the twentieth century.  Some examples of this building
style include the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, the High Hampton Inn in Hendersonville,
and Snowbird Mountain Lodge near Robbinsville.
Childs used this as a residence and a home office for Brightwaters Farm and
Brightwaters Mountain Cottages which he developed after moving here in 1923.  He
owned 200 acres on the north side of 64 and 200 additional acres on the south side
which is where the home and the farm are located.  Some of the Childs family still
resides in the area today.
The Brightwaters Mountain Cottages are still standing today as private homes as well as
the original Guest House and Lodge for the resort.  Please see attachments for photos in
zip file of the original resort brochures.  The resort was highly successful and brought in
tourism to Hendersonville for many years.  The Brightwaters area was named so
because of Samuel Childs and his influence in the community.

The home has only been used as a private residence since its inception.

Map/Site Plan 
1. Please see attachment.

Photographs 
1. Please see attachments in zip file.














































	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	HN1982.pdf
	DOC012523-01252023085920

	HN1983.pdf
	DOC012523-01252023085534




