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The Historic Resources Commission (HRC) met on Thursday, March 12, 2026, at 2:00 P.M. at 
the “Hewett House”, 1164 Macedonia Road. The Commission was invited to conduct a site 
visit of the property under consideration for Historic Landmark designation.  

 

ATTENDEES 

Cheryl Harbin, Property Owner 
Reid Barwick, Vice Chair 
Anne Bryan Hanson 
Michael Arrowood  
Knox Crowell 
Bob D. Johnson  
Bob Davy 
Lee Stevens (Staff) 
Carlos Martinez (Staff)  
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting commenced at 2:05 P.M. 

SITE VISIT 

• Carlos instructed the Commission that they may only consider the exterior of the home 
when determining landmark status.  

• Cheryl Harbin provided an updated floor plan from the one shown on the Property 
Record card.  

• Cheryl confirmed that the well house is still on-site, closer to the home than the 
Commission expected. The pump functions, but it only provides soiled water.  

• Cheryl and her late husband, Oscar Harbin, were handed off a wealth of documentation 
on the home when they purchased it. They conducted additional research through the 
years, especially Oscar. Some of the documents included: 

o Photos of the home at the time of purchase 
o Magazines and newspapers featuring the home  

 A commission member asked about a magazine from the 80s in the 
archived documents, and the homeowner said that an article about the 
house was in it. 

o Original letters of the inhabitants of the home 



 Anne Frasier saved all the letters from the original owners, and Anne’s 
original journals about the purchase of the home from 1960-61, including 
an inventory of everything sold with the house. 

o All digitized. A Commission member asked whether the records were stored only 
in personal files or were publicly available. Cheryl said they were private. 

o Commissioner members commented on the detail of the research and the 
incredibly complete chronology that was kept. 

• The current front entrance was originally the back of the house. The former main 
entrance, which was historically accessed from the carriage turnaround, has been 
repurposed as an office.  

• Many windows have been replaced, but the dining room windows are original, as is the 
ceiling and the shelf molding.  

• A commission member asked if the windows had been sash windows. Cheryl could not 
confirm and said the windows she replaced were already not original; they had been 
replaced by a previous owner.  

• The detached garage and kitchen are additions (the kitchen used to be in a separate 
structure) 

• There are 5 chimneys, but there used to be 6. This provided localized heat.  
• A commission member asked if the curved staircase was original, and Cheryl confirmed 
• The Sanders Family bought the house in the 1920s from the Hewett Family and lived 

there until the 1960s. 
• Cheryl shared the limited knowledge of the orchard that used to exist, and she claimed 

that there is still one tree that used to be a part of it.  
• There are no pictures of the Hewett family, but Cheryl thinks Leonard Hewett designed 

and built the house. They called it “the Top.” 
• The Harbins rebuilt the inside of the dining room. The fireplace was totally gone.  
• Dakota Sander and her brother lived here, then the Yount family next, then the 

Kilpatricks, and then the Harbins. 
• A commission member asked if any more recent ancestry searches have been done now 

that newer search engines are available. Yes, Emily (homeowner’s daughter) has done 
more in the last two months.  

• Were the original residents year-round?  
o Yes, they were for the full 20 years they lived here.  

• Were there any other outbuildings that were here originally? 
o The Kilpatricks tore them all down 
o There is some documentation about outbuildings that were torn down 
o The stones from the foundation of a farm stand are still there 

• The big front porch columns are original 
o The millstone on the porch is mentioned in the documentation 



o The porch is original, even though in some previous conversations it was said to 
be an addition  

• Oscar had transcribed many of the documents, including Eliza’s letters.  
• The thick-walled doorframe from the front room (near the original front entrance) into 

the first-floor side bedroom indicates that maybe it was an exterior wall at some point. 
• Helene damage: water came in down the chimneys during Helene, and the upstairs main 

bedroom was damaged and is undergoing renovation now. No damage to the exterior of 
the chimneys.  

• The house was set up to use acetylene gas, which was common then. Oscar has 
documentation related to that. The acetylene chandelier is original to the house. 

• Brian Sweet is the local carpenter who has done a lot of the renovation work on the 
house, including the built-ins and fireplace in the library. The original fireplace from that 
library was moved into the upstairs bedroom.  

• A commission member asked if the homeowner had redone the floors 
o Yes, they’ve been stripped and refinished 

• The addition to the home starts in the kitchen and includes the den and laundry room 
area.  

• The old water pipes upstairs in the closet go all the way down to the basement and are all 
original to the house.  

• The Commission members explored and documented the exterior of the house, which 
Carlos again reminded them would be the basis of the decision of whether to designate 
the landmark.  

• Carlos asked about a name preference, and the owner said she would need to think about 
it, but maybe “the Top,” like the Hewett family called it, or “High Gables.”  

ADJOURNMENT 

• Meeting adjourned at 3:27 


