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Promotion to 1st Lieutenant while serving as a rifle platoon leader in A company, 1/61st   
Mechanized Infantry Battalion, 5th Infantry Division, summer of 1976, Fort Polk, LA 

 
Bob Johnson in the fall of 2008 outside our office at Bagram Airfield just before a convoy back to Forward 
Operating Base (FOB) Lion in Panjshir Province, a 90-minute drive. Our team was joint service with the 
Air Force, hence the different uniform. We didn’t come to Bagram very often and usually only stayed a day 
or so. Still, we could get haircuts and have a little better chow. In May 2009, my replacement was killed in 
Kapisa Province on the Panjshir to Bagram convoy by a suicide bomber. Also killed was the vehicle driver, 
unit commander, and an Aghan lawyer I hired. 

 


