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Cottrell flew combat missions during the 

Battle of the Bulge in a P-47. On one 

mission, his plane had been damaged with oil 

covering his windshield, making it hard for 

him to see. Suddenly, two German 

Messerschimdts came up along side him but 

instead of shooting him down, they escorted 

him back to his base. A chapter in the book, 

“The Rifle 2” by Andrew Biggio is about 

Cottrel’s experience in WWII.  The painting 

below shows Cottrell and the two German 

planes flying along side thim. Cottrell lived 

to be 103, dying in April 2025. 



 
 


