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 MINUTES 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA                          BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
COUNTY OF HENDERSON                                       MONDAY, MAY 5, 2025 
  
The Henderson County Board of Commissioners met for a regularly scheduled meeting at 5:30 
p.m. in the Commissioners' Meeting Room of the Historic Courthouse on Main Street, 
Hendersonville.  
 
Present were: Chairman William Lapsley, Vice-Chair J. Michael Edney, Commissioner Rebecca 
McCall, Commissioner Sheila Franklin, County Manager John Mitchell, Assistant County 
Manager Chris Todd, Financial Services Director Samantha Reynolds, Emergency Services 
Director Jimmy Brissie, County Attorney Russ Burrell, and Clerk to the Board Denisa Lauffer. 
 
Absent was: Commissioner Jay Egolf 
 
Also present were County Engineer Marcus Jones, Sheriff Lowell Griffin, Public Information 
Officer Kathryn Finotti, A/V Technician Oscar Guerrero, Finance Director Randy Cox, Tax 
Administrator Harry Rising, Public Health Director David Jenkins, Library Director Trina 
Rushing, Strategic Behavioral Health Director Jodi Grabowski, Planning Director Autumn 
Radcliff, Planner I Carlos Martinez, Local Public Health Administrator Stacy Nash, Register of 
Deeds Lee King, Environmental Health Supervisor Seth Swift, Parks and Recreation Director 
Bruce Gilliam, Human Resources Director Karen Ensley, Lead for North Carolina Fellow Nora 
Sjue, Soil Conservationist/Educator Coordinator April Hoyt, Capital Projects Manager Bryan 
Rhodes, Deputy DSS Director Debbie Dunn, and Local Public Health Administrator Camden 
Stewart, Deputies Many Ladd and Kayla Brezillac provided security.  
 
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
Chairman Lapsley called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  
 
INVOCATION 
John Mitchell provided the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chairman Lapsley led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
 
RESOLUTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
2025.056 Resolution of Mental Health Awareness Month in Henderson County 
The  Board of Commissioners was requested to adopt the attached Resolution of National Mental 
Health Awareness Month in Henderson County in May 2025.  
 

RESOLUTION OF NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH IN  
HENDERSON COUNTY 

WHEREAS, the month of May is designated as National Mental Health Awareness Month; and 

WHEREAS, mental health is an essential component of overall health and well-being for 
individuals, families, and our community; and 
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WHEREAS, Henderson County residents have endured significant stressors over the past year, 
including the profound emotional and psychological impacts of Tropical Storm Helene and the 
recent wildfires, which have disrupted lives, displaced residents, and strained community 
resources; and 

WHEREAS, these events underscore the urgent need for mental health awareness, timely access 
to care, and a coordinated system of support, especially in the wake of trauma, loss, and 
uncertainty; and 

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Department of Public Health is committed to strengthening 
the mental and emotional wellness of our residents and has initiated the formation of a 
countywide Behavioral Health Coalition to address needs, identify gaps, and drive collaborative 
solutions; and 

WHEREAS, community partners including schools, healthcare providers, first responders, 
nonprofit organizations, faith-based groups, and residents are actively engaged in spreading the 
message that mental health matters and that help is available; and 

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Partnership for Health is spearheading Mental Health 
Awareness Month activities across the county, encouraging open conversations, reducing stigma, 
and promoting community engagement and healing; and 

WHEREAS, it is essential to recognize that prevention, early intervention, postvention, and 
long-term mental health supports are key to a thriving and resilient Henderson County; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Henderson County Board of 
Commissioners do hereby recognize National Mental Health Awareness Month in Henderson 
County and calls upon individuals, families, organizations, and government agencies to 
recommit to promoting mental wellness, supporting those affected by mental health challenges, 
and building a compassionate, connected, and resilient community. 

Adopted this 5th day of May 2025. 

Motion:  Commissioner Franklin made the motion to adopt the Resolution as presented.  All 
voted in favor, and the motion carried.  
 
Eco Heroes Junior Award – Kayla Christensen   
The Eco Heroes Award Program exists to honor individuals who serve as an example and inspire 
others to preserve the environmental well-being of Henderson County. It also brings environmental 
awareness to new people and demonstrates that a healthy environment improves the quality of life 
for all people. The 2024 Eco Hero Junior nominee serves as an environmental steward, focusing 
on protecting and improving our shared outdoor space. Kyla Christensen was nominated by a 
community member and was recommended to the Board by the Environmental Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Motion:  Chairman Lapsley made the motion that the Board approve the nomination for the Eco 
Heroes Junior Award.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried.   
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Recognition of Eagle Scouts Steven Thompson, Henry David Osiecki, and Orlando Carl 
Erkel – Troop 628 
 

Commissioner McCall recognized Steven Thompson, Henry David Osiecki, and Orlando Carl 
Erkel, members of Troop 628, for achieving the honorable rank of Eagle Scout.   
 
INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Sam Massa spoke regarding debris that has not been collected from his community. He 
expressed concern that the debris remains on the property beyond the deadline to place 
debris in the right-of-way.  (Dogwood Drive) 
 

2. Robert Cannon spoke regarding the proposed budget and the need for Henderson County 
Public Schools to receive adequate funding. He expressed concerns about rumored cuts to 
school staff and urged the Board to fund the school's full budget request. 

 
3. Michael Egan, a member of the Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC), reported that the 

committee did not consider residential areas along the trail to be suitable locations for 
parking. 

   
4. Meg Lebeck, Executive Director, shared that the Housing Authority would soon break 

ground on its affordable housing community, Apple Ridge. 
 
DISCUSSION / ADJUSTMENT OF AGENDA 
 
Motion:  Chairman Lapsley moved to add the (2025.057) Public Hearing for “Project Sweet 
Tater,” as noticed, to the consent agenda; 
He further moved to open the public hearing and to continue the hearing until the Board’s May 
21, 2025, meeting.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 
Motion: Vice-Chair Edney made the motion to approve the agenda as amended.    All voted in 
favor, and the motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Draft minutes were presented for Board review and approval for the following meetings: 
April 7, 2025 – Regularly Scheduled Meeting 
April 16, 2025 - Regularly Scheduled Meeting 
April 21, 2025 – Special Called Meeting 
 
Motion: I move the Board approve the minutes from April 7, 2025, April 16, 2025, and April 21, 
2025. 
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Tax Collector’s Report  
The report from the Tax Collector was provided for the Board’s information. 
 

 

 
 
County Financial Report and Cash Balance Report – March 2025 
The March 2025 County Financial and Cash Balance Reports were provided for the Board’s 
review and approval. 
 
The following are explanations for departments/programs with higher budgets to actual 
percentages for the month of March: 
 

• Dues/Non-Profit Contributions – timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Administrative Services – timing of paying board-approved expenditures. 
• Tax Collector – timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Legal – timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Emergency Management - timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Building Services – timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Rescue Squad – timing of billing reimbursement of expenditures. 
• Planning - timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Site Development – timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Heritage Museum - timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Mental Health Services - timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Juvenile Justice Programs - timing of payment of board-approved expenditures. 
• Public Education – payment of 9 of 10 annual appropriations to the public school system. 
 
Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Emergency Telephone System (911) 
Fund are due to utilizing fund balance appropriations for FY25. 
 
Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Public Transit Fund are due to the timing 
of disbursements in FY25. 
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Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Misc. Other Governmental Activities 
Fund were due to the timing of fines and forfeitures disbursements in FY25. 
Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Opioid Fund are due to the timing of 
disbursements in FY25. 
 
Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Solid Waste Fund are due to the timing of 
collection receipts, the suspension of tipping fees related to Helene, construction project 
expenditures, and disbursements of approved expenditures in FY25. 
 
Year-to-date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Etowah Community Sewer Fund are due 
to the timing of collection receipts and disbursements of approved expenditures in FY25. 
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May 5, 2025  7 
 

Approved:   
 

 

 

 
 

Motion: I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the March 2025 County Financial 
Report and Cash Balance Report as presented 
 
Henderson County Public Schools Financial Reports – March 2025 
The Henderson County Public Schools March 2025 Local Current Expense Fund / Other Restricted 
Funds Report was provided for the Board’s information. 
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Motion: I move the Board approve the Henderson County Public Schools March 2025 Financial 
Reports as presented. 
 
Notification of Vacancies 
The Notification of Vacancies was provided for the Board’s information.  They will appear on the 
next agenda under “Nominations.” 
 

1. Home and Community Block Grant Committee – 1 vac. 
      Position #2 
 

2. Mountain Area Workforce Development Board – 1 vac.  
      Position #1 – Chamber Nominee 
  

2025.058 Surplus and Donation of King Vision Video Laryngoscopes and King Vision 
Adapters 
A resolution was presented to the Board declaring nine (9) King Vision video laryngoscope kits 
and (10) King Vision Pediatric Eblade Adapters no longer used by Henderson County Emergency 
Medical Services as surplus property and the donation of the laryngoscope kits and pediatric 
adapters to the Blue Ridge Community College EMS department as allowed by N.C.G.S. 160A-
280 to be used for training purposes. 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING PERSONAL PROPERTY AS SURPLUS 
AND AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

         BY DONATION 
 

WHEREAS,  Henderson County owns the video laryngoscopes and pediatric adapters itemized 
on the attached Exhibit B, hereinafter referred to as “surplus property”, that are either obsolete or 
no longer needed for any governmental use by the County; and 
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WHEREAS,  the Henderson County Board of Commissioners is desirous of declaring the video 
laryngoscopes and pediatric adapters as surplus and transferring to the Blue Ridge Community 
College EMS program via donation as authorized by N.C.G.S. 160A-280 (Exhibit A); and 

 

WHEREAS,  it is the intent of the County to donate said surplus property. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Henderson County Board of Commissioners 
as follows: 
 

1. The video laryngoscopes and pediatric adapters itemized on the attached Exhibit B is 
hereby declared to be surplus property. 

        
2. Henderson County Emergency Medical Services is hereby authorized to  

transfer by donation, the surplus property described above to the Blue Ridge Community 
College EMS program. 
 

3.  Henderson County makes no express or implied warranties of merchantability 
            of any surplus property, or part thereof, or its fitness for any particular purpose 
            regardless of any oral statements that may be made concerning the surplus 
            property or any part thereof. 
 

THIS the 5th day of May 2025. 
 
Motion: I move that the Board approve the resolution declaring the video laryngoscopes and 
pediatric adapters presented as surplus and authorizes the donation to the Blue Ridge Community 
College EMS program as allowed by N.C.G.S. 160A-280. 
  
2025.059 Surplus and Donation of Ambulances 
A resolution was presented to the Board declaring two (2) Ambulances no longer used by 
Henderson County Emergency Medical Services as surplus property and the donation of the 
Ambulances to Henderson County Rescue Squad as allowed by N.C.G.S. 160A-280 to be used for 
patient care and ambulance transportation. 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING PERSONAL PROPERTY AS SURPLUS 
AND AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

          BY DONATION 
 

WHEREAS,  Henderson County owns the ambulances itemized on the attached Exhibit B, 
hereinafter referred to as “surplus property”, that is either obsolete or no longer needed for any 
governmental use by the County; and 
 

WHEREAS,  the Henderson County Board of Commissioners is desirous of declaring the 
ambulances as surplus and transferring to the Henderson County Rescue Squad via donation as 
authorized by N.C.G.S. 160A-280 (Exhibit A); and 
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WHEREAS,  it is the intent of the County to donate said surplus property. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Henderson County Board of Commissioners 
as follows: 
 

1. The ambulance itemized on the attached Exhibit B is hereby declared to be surplus 
property. 
 

2. Henderson County Emergency Medical Services is hereby authorized to transfer by 
donation the surplus property described above to the Henderson County Rescue Squad.  
 

3. Henderson County makes no express or implied warranties of merchantability of any 
surplus property, or part thereof, or its fitness for any particular purpose, regardless of any 
oral statements that may be made concerning the surplus property or any part thereof. 

 

THIS the 5th day of May 2025. 
 

Motion: I move that the Board approve the resolution declaring the Ambulance(s) presented as 
surplus and authorizes the donation to the Henderson County Rescue Squad as allowed by 
N.C.G.S. 160A-280. 
 

2025.060 Budget Amendment – Capital Reserve Fund 
On January 15, 2024, the Board approved the State Budget allocation of $120,000 directed by the NC 
General Assembly pursuant to Session Law 2023-134 for capital improvements at the Dana Park 
Community Center, along with a subsequent approval of a $2,500 allocation from Henderson County’s 
Capital Reserve Fund. 
 

The Board was requested to approve a budget amendment to return funding to the Capital Reserve fund 
for the Dana Park Community Center renovation project. The project was completed with budget 
remaining, and a portion of the original allocation from the Capital Reserve Fund is no longer needed.  
 

Motion: I move the Board approve the Budget Amendment as presented. 
  
2025.061 Hickory Nut Gorge Recovery Plan – Proposal Acceptance 
On February 18th, the Board directed staff to release a Request for Proposals for a consultant to assist staff 
in creating a recovery plan for the Hickory Nut Gorge (HNG).  
 
The Planning Department released the RFP in compliance with county and state procurement policies. On 
Friday, April 4th, staff received three proposals. These proposals were scored based on the matrix provided 
to potential submitters. Cost is considered in scoring, but it is not the determining factor. The scoring 
committee comprised various planning, floodplain administration, code enforcement, emergency services, 
and engineering staff.  
 
Equinox submitted the highest-scored proposal, and all evaluators agreed the firm was the most qualified 
for this critical task. The scoring matrix is attached. All proposals were submitted to the Board for 
additional review.  
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County staff will facilitate this plan's significant components and continue fostering established 
community relationships and leading a Community Partners Group. Equinox will assist county staff in 
technical proficiencies related to recovery work and expand available resources.  
 
Motion: I move that the Board approve the  Budget Amendment and contract Equinox for the Hickory Nut 
Gorge Recovery Plan; and 
 
I further move that the Board establish the Community Partners Group and begin appointments at the 
May 21st meeting. 
 
2025.062 Amendments to Agriculture Advisory Board Bylaws  

The Board of Commissioners approved amendments to Chapter 45, Farmland Preservation. These 
amendments included expanding the membership and roles of the Agricultural Advisory Board. The 
Board will now consist of nine (9) members, and there are specific criteria that the members must meet 
to serve on the Board per the ordinance and State requirements. To reflect the Chapter 45 amendments, 
the bylaws for the Agricultural Advisory Board must be amended. This will also allow the Board of 
Commissioners to reappoint and add new position appointments to the expanded Agricultural Advisory 
Board.  
 
The Agricultural Advisory Board reviewed the draft amendments to the bylaws at its meeting on April 
23rd, 2025, and voted unanimously to recommend that the Board of Commissioners adopt the new 
proposed bylaws as discussed.  

 
Motion:  I move the Board approve the proposed amendments to the Agricultural Advisory Board 
Bylaws with any changes as discussed. 
 
Opioid Settlement Fund – Authorized Expenditures Update 
The Opioid Settlement Fund’s authorized expenditures update as of March 31, 2025, was presented for 
Board review and approval.  Amounts received and expended will be reported annually to the 
Community Opioid Resources Engine for NC (CORE-NC) in compliance with the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA).          

 
Motion:  I move the Board approve the March 31, 2025, Authorized Expenditure Update as presented. 
 
2025.063  Budget Amendment – Appropriation of Fund Balance for HCPS MRTS Funding 
The Board was requested to approve a Budget Amendment appropriating fund balance from 
Maintenance, Repair, Technology, and Security (MRTS) for the Henderson County Public Schools.  
This budget amendment will appropriate funds sufficient to add additional HVAC controls projects 
that are reaching a critical “End of Life” status. 
 

Motion:  I move the Board approve the Budget Amendment as presented, appropriating fund balance 
to complete Maintenance, Repair, Technology, and Security (MRTS) projects. 
 

2025.064 Loan Agreement and Promissory Note – State Cashflow Loan for Disaster Response 
Activities 
The North Carolina State Treasurer is authorized via the North Carolina Disaster Recovery Act of 
2024 – Part II (Session Law 2024-53, Session Law 2024-57) to administer a State Cashflow Loan 
Program for Disaster Response Activities.  State Cashflow Loans are issued to local governments 
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located in the counties included in any Hurricane Helene federal major disaster declaration.   
 
Henderson County is eligible for a $4,197,972.83 State cash Flow Loan. Session Law 2024-53 Section 
4E.5(a) provides that loan proceeds shall be used for disaster response activities only.   
 
The Board was requested to approve the resolution and budget amendment provided for the loan 
agreement and authorize staff to execute the promissory note to accept the State Cashflow Loan in the 
amount of $4,197,972.83. 
 
Motion:  I move the Board approve the Resolution and Budget Amendment as presented. 
 
2025.065 Budget Amendment – Capital Projects Fund 
On April 14, 2025, Henderson County received bids for the Etowah Park Concrete Project with a low bid 
of $94,833.   This project, funded by North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund grant funds 
(PARTF) and a Henderson County match, has remaining unencumbered available funds of $73,107.  The 
low bid exceeds available project funding by $21,726. 
 
The Board was requested to approve a budget amendment to transfer funds from the Recreation 
Department budget in the General Fund to the Capital Projects fund in the amount of $21,726 so staff may 
proceed with awarding the low bid. 
 
Motion:  I move the Board approve the Budget Amendment as presented. 
 
Motion: Vice-Chair Edney moved to adopt the consent agenda as amended. All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Chairman Lapsley made the motion to go into the public hearing. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried.  
 
2025.066  Public Hearing – Rezoning Application #R-2025-03, Rolling Ridge, Inc. 
Staff received rezoning application #R-2025-03, for PIN: 9599-32-1880, owned by Rolling Ridge, Inc 
(hereafter the subject area).  The subject area is located on Ridge Road and J H Hyder Road. The 
owner has requested the 1.28-acre property be rezoned from Industrial (I) to Residential Two Rural 
(R2R). The application was submitted on February 12, 2025, and Chris Stepp is the agent for the 
application. 
  
PUBLIC NOTICE:  
Before taking action on the application, the Board of Commissioners must hold a public hearing. Per 
the Henderson County Land Development Code and State Law, notices of the May 5, 2025 public 
hearing were published in the Hendersonville Lightning on April 23rd, 2025, and April 30th, 2025. 
Notices were also sent via first-class mail to the property owners within 400’ of the Subject Area on 
April 22nd, 2025, and staff posted signs advertising the hearing on the Subject Area on April 23rd, 
2025. 



May 5, 2025  13 
 

Approved:   
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Public Input:  There was none. 
 
Chairman Lapsley made the motion to go out of the public hearing. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried.  
 
Vice-Chair Edney made the motion that the Board approve rezoning application #R-2025-03 to rezone 
the Subject Area to the Residential Two Rural (R2R) zoning district based on the recommendations of 
the 2045 Comprehensive Plan and the attached Comprehensive Plan Statement. All voted in favor, 
and the motion carried. 

 
2025.067 Public Hearing – LDC Text Amendment (TX-2025-03)  Law Enforcement 
Establishment 
 
Chairman Lapsley made the motion to go into the public hearing. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried.  
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The Land Development Code (LDC) provides for a police station use that is typically related to 
municipalities but does include county sheriffs or local law enforcement establishments found in the 
county’s jurisdiction. The proposed amendment will replace police station use with law enforcement 
establishments and include those associated uses. To be consistent with other governmental uses, these 
establishments would be permitted in all zoning districts with supplemental requirements.  
 
The Planning Board reviewed the proposed text amendment on April 17, 2025, and voted unanimously 
to send forward a favorable recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
A public notice for this hearing was submitted to be advertised in the Hendersonville Lightning on 
Wednesday, April 23rd, 2025, and Wednesday, April 30th, 2025, to meet the requirements of NCGS 
§160D‑601 (see attached certification of public notice).  
 
Public Input:  There was none. 
 
Chairman Lapsley made the motion to go out of the public hearing. All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried.  

 
Commissioner Franklin made the motion that the Board approve the proposed text amendment #TX-
2025-03 with any changes as discussed and find that these changes are reasonable and consistent 
with the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. All voted in favor, and the motion carried 

 
 

DISCUSSION 
Hurricane Helene Update 
Staff provided the Board with the most current information about Hurricane Helene in Henderson       
County. 

Financial Impacts 
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Debris Update 

 
 

LDC Text Amendment (TX-2025-02), Ecusta Trail Parking 
On April 7, 2025, the Board of Commissioners held a public hearing to consider commercial 
parking options along the Ecusta Trail in the unincorporated areas. The Planning Board and the 
Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC) discussed options to accomplish this and recommended 
adding a new use for Ecusta Trail Parking that would be permitted in specific zoning districts with 
SR (Supplemental Requirements) for parcels that were adjacent to the trail. 
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The Planning Board noted that an Ecusta Overlay District could be incorporated in the LDC rewrite 
that could expand parking options and other related trail-oriented developments, but the draft 
amendment could address the parking concern initially for the first six (6) miles of the trail that 
will be completed in the summer of 2025. 
 
The public hearing was closed and additional changes to the proposed amendment were suggested. 
Following Board discussion, the item was tabled until the May 5th meeting to allow the Board 
members time to review the recommended changes. The Planning Board and RTAC recommended 
changes are attached, as well as additional changes discussed at the April meeting.  
 
Following discussion, Vice-Chair Edney made the motion to table this item pending review of a 
revised proposal.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 
Henderson County Public Schools – Math and Reading Scores Update 
Henderson County Public Schools Superintendent Mark Garrett provided the Board with an update 
on the latest math and reading test scores for county schools. 
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County Manager’s FY2025- 2026 Recommended Budget 
The County Manager presented his FY 2025-2026 recommended budget to the Board of 
Commissioners. 
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May 5, 2025  26 
 

Approved:   
 

NEXT STEPS 

 

 
 
The Board was requested to schedule the Public Hearing on the FY 2025-2026 Budget for Monday, 
June 2, 2025, at 5:30 pm. 
 
NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 

1. Farmland Preservation Task Force – 1 vac. 
 

 Commissioner McCall made the motion to nominate Justin Patwin for reappointment to position 
#10.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 
2. Henderson County Historic Courthouse dba/Heritage Museum – 1 vac.  
 

There were no nominations, and this was rolled to the next meeting. 
 

3. Henderson County Planning Board – 1 vac. 
 

 Commissioner Franklin made the motion to nominate Harvey Nix for appointment to position #1.  
All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 

4. Hendersonville City Zoning Board of Adjustment -  1 vac. 
 

There were no nominations, and this was rolled to the next meeting. 
 

5. Historic Resources Commission – 1 vac. 
 

There were no nominations, and this was rolled to the next meeting. 
 

6. Laurel Park Zoning Board of Adjustment – 1 vac. 
 



May 5, 2025  27 
 

Approved:   
 

There were no nominations, and this was rolled to the next meeting. 
 

7. Nursing/Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee – 11 vacs. 
 

There were no nominations, and this was rolled to the next meeting. 
 
COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
 

Vice-Chair Edney: No updates 
 

Commissioner Franklin: No updates. 
 

Commissioner McCall recognized Michael Absher for his volunteer efforts and leadership in 
organizing and helping with the distribution of over 1,200 containers of donated clothing following 
Hurricane Helene.  Donations were provided to individuals in need, as well as to churches and 
non-profits across the region. 
 
Chairman Lapsley acknowledged the recent passing of Reichard J. Herman, owner of Leisure Craft 
on Upward Road, noting the community’s loss of a significant employer.  He also shared a personal 
experience with an attempted email phishing scam, in which he was nearly defrauded through a 
scheme involving a fake billing error and unauthorized access to his computer and banking 
information.  He urged citizens to be vigilant of suspicious emails. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER UPDATES 
  
County Manager John Mitchell provided updates on recent developments, including the long-
anticipated installation of a cell tower in Mills River. He also noted that the dome of the Historic 
Courthouse is scheduled to be repainted this week. 
 
Motion:  Vice-Chair Edney made the motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 
143.318.11(a)(3),(4).  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
                                                                                                        
____________________________________          __________________________________                                  
Denisa Lauffer, Clerk to the Board   William G. Lapsley, Chairman 
 


