
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

HENDERSON COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING DATE: July 15, 2026 

SUBJECT: Proposed Revisions to Henderson County Code - Chapter 16 - 

Animals 

PRESENTER: Brad Rayfield, Animal Services Center Director 

ATTACHMENT: Yes 

1. 16-1. Definitions 

2. 16-30. Community Cat Initiative 

3. 16-52. Report and confinement of dogs and cats, biting persons 

or showing symptoms of rabies 

4. 16-53. Destruction or confinement of animal bitten by known 

rabid animal 

5. 16-57. Failure to surrender dog or cat for quarantine or 

euthanasia 

6. 16-58. Civil penalties 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

The proposed revisions are the result of a collaborative effort between the Henderson County 

Department of Public Health, the Henderson County Sheriff's Office, and the Henderson County 

Animal Services Center. The Animal Services Advisory Committee reviewed each of the 

proposed amendments and voted in support of the revisions. 

The proposed changes include the following: 

1. Section 16-1. Definitions: If Section 16-30, Community Cat Initiative, is adopted, 

additional definitions are necessary to provide clarity and ensure consistent interpretation 

of the ordinance. 

2. Section 16-30. Community Cat Initiative: This new section establishes a Community 

Cat Initiative to help manage cat overpopulation through defined management practices 

and procedures. 

3. Section 16-52. Report and Confinement of Dogs and Cats Biting Persons or Showing 

Symptoms of Rabies: The proposed revisions align the ordinance with North Carolina 

State law, establish a process for eligible owners to complete bite confinement at home 

rather than at the animal shelter, and authorize the seizure of animals when owners fail to 

comply with confinement requirements. 

4. Section 16-53. Destruction or Confinement of an Animal Bitten by a Known Rabid 

Animal: The proposed revisions update the language to better align with North Carolina 

State law. 



5. Section 16-57. Failure to Surrender a Dog or Cat for Quarantine or Euthanasia: The 

proposed revisions align the ordinance with North Carolina State law and establish 

penalties for violations. 

6. Section 16-58. Civil Penalties: Additional civil penalties are proposed for violations of 

Sections 16-52(B) and 16-57. 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 

The Board is requested to approve the proposed revisions to Chapter 16-1, 16-30, 16-52, 16-53, 

16-57, and 16-58 of the Henderson County Code as presented. 

Suggested Motion: 

I move to approve the changes to Chapter 16-1, 16-30, 16-52, 16-53, 16-57, and 16-58 to 

the Henderson County Code as presented. 
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