
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

HENDERSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
MEETING DATE:    January 2, 2024 
 
SUBJECT:      Behavioral Health System Coordinator Position – Public Health 
 
PRESENTER: Steve Smith, Health Director 
 
ATTACHMENTS:    1. Support letter from Henderson County Partnership for Health 
                                    2. Correspondence from Henderson County Board of Health  
                                     

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

The Henderson County Board of Health requests the Board approve the addition of a Behavioral 
Health System Coordinator position that was previously established within the Department of 
Public Health.  That position was recently reclassified and transitioned into County Administration 
to lead strategic efforts identified by Commissioners for the priorities linked to opioid litigation 
settlement funds. 
 
The capacity to lead broader community initiatives related to mental health and substance use 
strategies are reflected in the current Community Health Improvement Plan and represent a critical 
need.  Those efforts are supplemental to the goals linked with the use of opioid litigation settlement 
funds, but that foundation can’t be sustained without the requisite expertise and staffing capacity.  
One of the priority collaborations underway today for example, concerns proactive efforts to 
advance suicide prevention particularly among youth. 
 
The position was previously funded by local dollars prior to the transition and with the ability to 
fund the Behavioral Health Systems Director entirely with opioid litigation settlement funds, this 
request poses no changes to the current FY 24 budget for the Department of Public Health.  
 
The letter of support from the Henderson County Partnership for Health was reviewed by the 
Henderson County Board of Health at their August 8, 2023 meeting.  Board members agreed on the 
importance of sustaining the position and approved a motion to advocate for its continuation.   
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
The Board is requested to approve the addition of a Behavioral Health System Coordinator position 
capacity within the Department of Public Health.   
   
 

Suggested Motion:  I move the Board approve the addition of a Behavioral Health System 
Coordinator position as originally established within the Department of Public Health.        
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