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 MINUTES 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA                                             BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
COUNTY OF HENDERSON                                   MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2023 
  
The Henderson County Board of Commissioners met for a regularly scheduled meeting at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Commissioners' Meeting Room of the Historic Courthouse on Main Street, Hendersonville.  
 

Those present were Chairman Rebecca Mccall, Vice-Chair Mike Edney, Commissioner William Lapsley, 
Commissioner Daniel Andreotta, Commissioner David Hill, County Manager John Mitchell, Assistant 
County Manager Amy Brantley, Attorney Russ Burrell, and Clerk to the Board Denisa Lauffer. 
 

Also present were: Director of Business and Community Development Christopher Todd, Finance Director 
Samantha Reynolds, Budget Manager/Internal Auditor Sonya Flynn, Budget Analyst Jennifer Miranda, 
Engineer Marcus Jones, Chief Communications Officer Mike Morgan, Planning Director Autumn Radcliff, 
Tax Assessor Darlene Burgess, Tax Collector Luke Small, Assistant Tax Assessor Kevin Hensley, Tax 
Collector Nicole Brown, Emergency Management/Rescue Coordinator Jimmy Brissie, Human Resources 
Director Karen Ensley, Strategic Project Coordinator Erick Mendez, Board of Elections Director Karen 
Hebb, Social Services Director Jerrie McFalls, Assistant County Engineer Deb Johnston, PIO Kathy Finotti 
– videotaping, and Deputies Carl Greco and Matthew Covil provided security 
 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
Chairman McCall called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.  
 

INVOCATION 
Commissioner Andreotta provided the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Randi-Mae and Sandie Eatmon, Young Naturalist 4-H Club, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
Flag. 
 

RESOLUTIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
2022.14  Resolution of Memorandum – Lorraine Williams 
The Henderson County Board of Commissioners was requested to adopt a Resolution in Memoriam for 
Lorraine Seger, who passed away on January 13, 2023. Lorraine served as a part of the Volunteer in 
Partnership program with the Sheriff’s Office for 12 years and had been posted at the Historic Courthouse 
since 2010. 
 

RESOLUTION OF MEMORIAM  
 

LORRAINE SEGER 
 

June 28, 1934 - January 13, 2023 
 

WHEREAS, Henderson County Volunteers in Partnership program member Lorraine Seger passed away 
peacefully in the company of her family in Hampstead, North Carolina,on  
January 13, 2023; and 
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WHEREAS, Lorraine volunteered her time with the Henderson County Sheriff’s Office, taking great pride in 
her security position at the Historic Courthouse from 2010 through 2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lorraine enjoyed her Monday afternoons at the Historic Courthouse security desk greeting 
employees, citizens, and visitors alike; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Lorraine contributed to her Henderson County community in many ways, serving as an organist 
for her church and at various community events, delivering greeting cards in her neighborhood 
for those needing cheer and sympathy; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Lorraine lived every day to its fullest during her 20 years as a county resident; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Lorraine Seger will be remembered for her service to the 
citizens and visitors of Henderson County and her many contributions to our community.  

 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the County of Henderson to be affixed. 
 

Adopted this the 6th day of February 2023. 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to adopt the Resolution as presented.  All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVES 
Robin Ramsey, with Senator Thom Tillis’ office, was present to introduce herself to the Board.  Ms. Ramsey 
is the regional representative for Senator Tillis’ office and staffs his local office in the Historic Courthouse. 
 

INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
1. Brenda Sherrer spoke representing the League of Women Voters. She stated that  the league is non-

partisan; they do not support/oppose any political party or candidate.  She believes government 
should be open, accountable, ethical, and responsive to citizens. She was in opposition to the 
resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson County Board of 
Education candidates. 

2. Sharon Burlingame, a retired Henderson County teacher, opposed the resolution supporting the 
identification of party affiliation for candidates for Henderson County Board of Education. 

3. Jane Pulling was in opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for 
Henderson County Board of Education candidates. 

4. Dennis Justice was in opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation 
for Henderson County Board of Education candidates. 

5. Paul Goebel believes the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for candidates 
for Henderson County Board of Education would be inherently divisive.  He believes this is 
designed to separate one side from the other and he apposes the resolution. 

6. Ken Ruberg believes division, anger, and hatred exist today in american politics.  He was in 
opposition  to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson County 
Board of Education candidates.   

7. Bryan Mellish, who lives in the Dana community, spoke regarding trash that litters Henderson 
County roads.  He questions why inmates are no longer picking up trash on roadways. 
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8. New resident Ilene Proctor spoke of the need for better signage on roads and interstates.  
9. Joe Elliott stated he was in opposition to the proposed resolution supporting the identification of 

party affiliation for candidates for Henderson County Board of Education and the process being 
expanded beyond the Board of Education.   

10. Nine-year-old Bruce Pryor spoke about his love for farming and how he hopes to be able to work 
on his families’ farm in the future.  He was in opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Development 

11. Benjamin Dowling said he lives on Cabin Creek Rd adjacent to the proposed development in Green 
River.    He was in opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Development 

12. James Maybin lives on Cabin Creek Road in the Mountain Valley Community . He said county 
natives have been good stewards of our land. He was in opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek 
Development 

13. Corey McGraw said he had been a member of the Green River Community for nearly thirty years. 
He was in opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Development 

14. Mary Ellen Kustin stated local politics are not and should not be national politics.  She was in 
opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson County 
Board of Education candidates. 

15. Katy Gash urged the Board not to turn our local School Board Elections into a partisan affair.  She 
was in opposition resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson County 
Board of Education candidates. 

16. Dorothee Hayes left the meeting before being called to speak. 
17. Luke Maybin said he was a lifetime resident of the Green River Community.  He disagrees that 

change is inevitable in Henderson County.  He was in opposition resolution supporting the 
identification of party affiliation for Henderson County Board of Education candidates. 

18. Dorothy Callaway said withholding candidate information from voters was not a virtue, voters want 
the information. She was in support of the resolution supporting the identification of party 
affiliation for Henderson County Board of Education candidates. 

19. Rachel Poller said Henderson County Public Schools are among some of the best in the state.  She 
was in opposition resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson County 
Board of Education candidates. 

20. Gary Griffin spoke in support of the proposed Edneyville Sewer project. 
21. Melinda Lowrance Spoke on behalf of the Hendersonville NCAAP. She voiced the organization’s 

opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for candidates for the 
Henderson County Board of Elections. 

22. Garrett Graham stated that he owns a Summer Camp in the Green River Community and was in 
opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Development 

23. Hendersonville High School student Rose Henderson spoke against the resolution supporting the 
identification of party affiliation for candidates for Henderson County Board of Education. 

24. Chris Walters spoke regarding rural economics. 
25. Candler Willis spoke in support of the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation 

for Henderson County Board of Elections candidates. 
26. Brett Callaway spoke in support of the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation 

for candidates for Henderson County Board of Elections. 
27. Stan Shelley spoke in opposition of the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation 

for candidates for Henderson County Board of Elections. 
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28. Jim Bailes spoke in opposition of the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for 
candidates for Henderson County Board of Elections. 

29. Deb Lyda spoke in support of the proposed Edneyville Sewer project. 
30. Ethan Green spoke against the proposed Cabin Creek Road development project. 
31. Anna Hoy spoke in opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for 

Henderson County Board of Elections candidates. 
32. Eva Ritchey spoke in support of the opposition voiced in the meeting regarding the party affiliation 

of Henderson County Board of Elections candidates. 
33. Ardie Gallant spoke in support of the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for 

candidates for Henderson County Board of Elections. 
34. James Lyon opposes the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation for Henderson 

County Board of Elections candidates. 
35. Thomas Bianchi spoke in opposition to the proposed Cabin Creek Road development project and 

the lighting pollution the development would bring to the rural community. 
36. Mikaela Garren spoke in support of protecting the greenspace in Henderson County and her 

opposition to the Green River development project. 
37. Gina Baxter spoke in opposition to the resolution supporting the identification of party affiliation 

for candidates for Henderson County Board of Elections. 
 

Chairman McCall informed the audience there would be a 10-minute break before proceeding with the rest 
of the meeting. 
 

The meeting was reconvened at 7:23 p.m. 
 

DISCUSSION/ADJUSTMENT OF AGENDA 
 

Commissioner Lapsley made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented.  All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA consisted of the following:   
 

Minutes 
Draft minutes were presented for board review and approval of the following meeting(s): 
January 18, 2023 - Regularly Scheduled Meeting   
Motion: 
 I move the Board approve the minutes of January 18, 2023. 
 

Tax Collector’s Report 
The report from the office of the Tax Collector was provided for the Board’s information. 
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2023.15  Pending Releases and Refunds 
The Assessor has reviewed the pending releases and refunds.  As a result of that review, it is the Assessor’s 
opinion is these findings are in order.  Supporting documentation is on file in the County Assessor’s Office. 
 

These pending release and refund requests were submitted for approval by the Henderson County Board of 
Commissioners. 
Type:             Amount: 
 

Total Taxes Released from the Charge     $ 16,707.71 
 

Total Refunds as a result of the Above Releases    $      603.26 
 Motion: 

 I move the Board approve the Combined Release/Refund Report as presented. 
 

County Financial Report/Cash Balance Report – December 2022 
The December 2022 County Financial and Cash Balance Reports were provided for the Board’s review. 
 

The following are explanations for departments/programs with a higher budget to actual percentages for 
the month of December: 
• Dues/Non-Profit Contributions – the timing of board-approved appropriations 
• Human Resources – the timing of board-approved purchases 
• Finance – the timing of board-approved purchases 
• Rescue Squad – payment of 2nd quarter Board appropriation  
• Site Development – the timing of Board approved purchases 
• Agri-Business – excess operating expenditures to be covered by membership fees 
 

Year to Date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Emergency Telephone System (911) Fund is due to 
utilizing fund balance appropriations for FY23. 
 

Year to Date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the Misc. Other Governmental Activities Fund is due 
to the expenditure of program funds held in fund balance received during the previous fiscal year.  
 

Year to Date Net Revenues under Expenditures for the ARPA Fund is due to Board approved expenditures 
from restricted fund balance for ARPA funds received in a previous fiscal year.   
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Motion:  
I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the December 2022 County 
Financial Report and Cash Balance Report as presented. 

 

Henderson County Public Schools  Financial Reports – October 2022 
The Henderson County Public Schools October 2022 Local Current Expense Fund / Other Restricted 
Funds Report was provided for the Board’s information. 

 
 

Motion: 
I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the Henderson County Public Schools October 
2022 Financial Reports as presented. 

 

Henderson County Public Schools  Financial Reports – November 2022 
The Henderson County Public Schools November 2022 Local Current Expense Fund / Other Restricted 
Funds Report was presented for the Board’s information. 
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 Motion: 
  I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the Henderson County 
  Public Schools November 2022 Financial Reports as presented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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Henderson County Public Schools  Financial Reports – December 2022 
The Henderson County Public Schools December 2022 Local Current Expense Fund / Other Restricted 
Funds Report was presented for the Board’s information. 

 
  Motion: 
  I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the Henderson County 
  Public Schools December 2022 Financial Reports as presented. 
 

Notification of Vacancies 
The Notification of Vacancies was provided for the Board’s information.  They will appear on the next 
agenda under “Nominations.” 
 

1. Agricultural Advisory Board – 2 vacs.  
Position # 3 (Active Farmer) 
Position # 5 (Regular) 

 

2. Animal Services Committee – 2 vacs. 
Position # 3  (Regular – At Large) 
Position # 6  (Regular – At Large) 

 

3. Henderson County Board of Equalization and Review – 1 vac. 
Position # 2 (Regular) 
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4. Home and Community Care Block Grant Advisory Committee – 1 vac.  
Position # 5 (Regular) 
 

5. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council – 1 vac. 
Position # 4 (District Attorney) 
 

6. Recreation Advisory Board – 6 vacs. 
Position # 3  (Regular) 
Position # 4  (Regular) 
Position # 5  (Regular) 
Position # 8  (Regular) 
Position #12 (Regular) 
Position #13 (Regular) 

 

2023.16 Budget Amendment – Mills River Tower Project  
The Board was requested to approve a Budget Amendment for $150,000 in the ARPA fund to appropriate 
fund balance for the Mills River Tower project.  The project and the funding source were previously 
approved by the Board on May 2, 2022. The project will be expended in the Capital Projects Fund.  
 

Motion: 
I move the Board approve the budget amendment as presented, budgeting funds from the 
ARPA Fund for the Mills River Tower Project. 

 

Not-For-Profit Audit Approval 
At the Board’s June 15, 2022, meeting, the Board directed Staff to conduct audits of four (4) not-for-profit 
agencies which had been allocated funding in the FY2023 Budget and to withhold allocation of funds 
pending a satisfactory audit.  To allow Staff time to conduct those audits and to avoid creating any financial 
hardship for the agencies, the Board approved the funding agreements along with an addendum which 
allowed for the release of one-fourth (1/4th) of the contribution set out in the Budget Ordinance. Subsequent 
payments would remain pending satisfactory audit results. 
 

The Open Arms Crisis Pregnancy Center audit has now been completed and deemed satisfactory.  Staff 
requested that the Board authorize the release of the remaining three (3) funding allotments for FY23 during 
the appropriate fiscal quarter.  
  

 Motion: 
I move the Board authorize the release of the three (3) remaining quarterly allotments to 
Open Arms Crisis Pregnancy Center at the appropriate time during the fiscal year. 

 

BRCC Patton Building, Parking Lot Paving Project 
The Board was requested to approve the Tarheel Paving and Asphalt Co. proposal and authorize staff to 
proceed with the procurement and contract establishment for the BRCC Patton Building Parking Lot Paving 
Project. 
 
The proposal received from Tarheel Paving and Asphalt Co. is for a total price of $537,171.28, which 
includes the two accepted alternates that are provided on the proposal. 
 

Motion: 
I move the Henderson County Board of Commissioners award the contract, for BRCC 
Patton Building, Parking Lot Paving Project, in the amount of $537,171.28, which includes 
the two accepted alternates. 
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Temporary Project Position – Veteran’s Services Department 
The Board was requested to approve the addition of a temporary project position in the Veterans Services 
Department, effective February 13, 2023, though not later than June 30, 2023. The addition of the position 
will allow the Department to hire the replacement for a position that will be retiring in June 2023 and 
provide a period of training for the new employee. The project position will be temporary and eliminated 
upon the current employee’s retirement. 
 

 Motion: 
I move the Board approve the temporary project position, effective February 13, 2023, 
through the current employee’s retirement date, but not later than June 30, 2023.  
 

Appointment of Replacement UNC Health Designee to Henderson County Hospital Corporation 
Board of Directors 
Steve Burriss resigned as an ex officio (UNC Health Care System) Director of the Henderson County 
Hospital Corporation.  UNC Health Care System has designated Tammy Scarborough for appointment as 
a designated ex officio director based on her position with UNC Health. 
 
 Motion:  

I move that the Board appoint Tammy Scarborough to fill the unexpired ex officio 
term on the Board of Directors of Henderson County Hospital Corporation for the 
seat formerly held by Steve Burriss. 

 
2023.17  Surplus and Sale of (1) Sheriff Vehicle to Blue Ridge Community College 
A resolution was presented declaring a 2011 Chevrolet Tahoe that is no longer being utilized by the 
Henderson County Sheriff’s Office as surplus property and to authorize the sale of the vehicle to Blue Ridge 
Community College for public safety training in the amount of $4,514 as allowed by N.C.G.S. 160A-274.  
 
 Motion: 

I move that the Board approve the attached resolution declaring the vehicle presented as 
surplus and authorize the sale to Blue Ridge Community College in the amount of $4,514 
as allowed by N.C.G.S. 160A-274. 
 

2023.18  Governor’s Crime Commission Grant Award 
The Sheriff’s Office requested the Board approve the North Carolina Crime Commission’s Award Grant 
awarded to the department in the amount of $24,500.00.  This grant will be added to already approved asset 
forfeiture funds to purchase the Leica RTC 360 3D Crime Scene Mapping.  
 
 Motion: 

I move the Board of Commissioners approve the Budget Amendment to receive the grant 
funds for the needed equipment.  

 

American Rescue Plan – Approved Projects Update 
The American Rescue Plan approved projects update as of December 31, 2022, was provided for the 
Board’s review and approval.  The update includes all approved projects to be funded by American Rescue 
Plan funds with the amount of funds currently encumbered and expended.  Amounts expended and 
encumbered have been reported to the US Department of the Treasury via State and Local Government 
Fiscal Recovery Funds Compliance Reports for Quarter 4 2022.          
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 Motion: 

I move that the Board of Commissioners approve the December 31, 2022, American Rescue 
Plan approved projects as presented. 

 
Flat Rock Park ARPA Funded Projects 
During October 2022, the Village of Flat Rock solicited input for potential American Rescue Plan projects 
which could benefit EMS and the Fire Departments.  Henderson County EMS proposed several potential 
projects for consideration.  After a review of the projects by Village leadership and the County Manager’s 
Office, the Village Council is interested in providing complete funding to EMS for advanced training 
mannequins.  Additionally, they are interested in providing half the funding for an EMS Quick Response 
Vehicle.  Both these pieces of equipment will greatly enhance the capability of providing high quality care 
to our community.  It is requested the Board evaluate the Quick Response Vehicle project and consider 
providing the match from County ARPA funds. 
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 Motion: 

I move to approve the American Rescue Plan projects and purchases for EMS in 
conjunction with the Village of Flat Rock and authorize Staff to execute the necessary 
agreements for funding these projects. 

 

Transit Feasibility Study 
On September 6, 2022, the Board of Commissioners selected AECOM to perform consulting services for 
the Apple Country Public Transit Feasibility Study. As part of the study, a steering committee will be 
formed from appointed members to help guide and direct various elements of the study. These committee 
members represent diverse sectors of the community, including education, health, business, nonprofits, and 
public safety.  Although the committee will serve as the main form of input, it is also important to include 
a wide variety of affected stakeholders through interviews and other means of data collection. Additionally, 
the Transportation Advisory Committee will be included throughout the planning process. The general 
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public, especially current transit riders, will also play a vital role in the creation of this study. 
 

Once formed, the steering committee will serve as an official, temporary County committee that will meet 
three to four times during the study process. The meetings will be open to the public.  

 

 Motion: 
I move that the Board approve the suggested community members to the transit study’s 
steering committee. 

 
2023.19 Soil and Water Conservation District – 2021 Grant Awards 
The Henderson Soil and Water Conservation District requested that the Board approve grants awarded in 
the 2021 budget year to the department for Rugby Middle School – Mill Pond Creek Stream Restoration 
Project. The project will include stream bank stabilization, establishment of a riparian buffer and native 
vegetation, and the creation of an educational access point/outdoor learning lab. Remaining grant funds 
from the previous stream restoration project at Rugby Middle School are being included. The amounts 
awarded to the department for this project are in the table below: 

Grant Funder Award Amount 
NC Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Water 
Resources: Water Resources Development Grant 

$71,600 

Community Foundation of Henderson County $20,000 
Duke Energy Foundation Powerful Communities: K-12 Education 
Grant 

$10,000 

Remaining Previously Approved Grant Funds $4,881 
TOTAL $106,481 

 
Motion: 

I move the Board of Commissioners approve the 2021 grants for the stream restoration 
project at the Rugby Middle School and the associated Budget Amendment. 

2023.20  Soil and Water Conservation District – CCAP Grant Award 
The Henderson Soil and Water Conservation District requested that the Board approve the Community 
Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP) Grant awarded to the department for Rugby Middle School – 



February 6, 2023  17 
 

 
 

Mill Pond Creek Stream Restoration Project. The project will include stream bank stabilization, 
establishment of a riparian buffer and native vegetation, and the creation of an educational access 
point/outdoor learning lab. The amount awarded in January 2023 to the department for this project is in the 
table below: 

Grant Funder Award Amount 
Division of Soil and Water: Community Conservation Assistance 
Program Grant (2023 Cycle) 

$25,000 

 

 Motion: 
I move the Board of Commissioners approve the CCAP grant for the stream restoration 
project at the Rugby Middle School and the associated Budget Amendment. 

 

2023.21   Memorandum of Understanding – Economic Investment Fund of Henderson County 
Proposed was a marketing agreement with the Economic Investment Fund of Henderson County (a separate 
function operated through the Henderson County Partnership for Economic Development).  This agreement 
addresses the marketing and use of proceeds of the property owned by the County in the Ferncliff Industrial 
Subdivision adjacent to property owned by the Greater Asheville Regional Airport Authority.  In substance, 
this agreement is very similar to that entered into by the County with the Economic Investment Fund for 
the Garrison property. 
 

 Motion: 
I move that the Board approve the agreement as proposed with the Economic 
Investment Fund of Henderson County. 

 

Vice-Chair Edney made the motion to adopt the consent agenda as presented.  All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to go into Public Hearing.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 

2023.22  Economic Incentives for Project Expo 
 
Partnership for Economic Development CEO Brittany Brady presented the Board with the proposed 
economic incentives for “Project Expo.”  The Company has requested to remain anonymous due to 
competitive pressures.  She states that “Project Expo” is a global leader in technology in manufacturing, 
looking to create a manufacturing location in the United States.  The Company is considering potential 
sites in Alabama and several NC locations, including Henderson County for its first US location. 
 
The US location would increase production to serve their North and South America customer base.   In 
addition, the US location would improve its sustainability mission to produce products where they are 
consumed.   
 
The project is considering real estate expansion within the county and the purchase of new equipment.  If 
the project is approved, the Company would invest $2M over two years in real property improvements. 
Additionally, the company would invest $33,750,000 in machinery and equipment over five years.  The 
company would create 92 positions with an average wage of $67,739. 
The year-one County incentive would be $41,654, and the life of the incentive would be $879,918. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 

The content of the notice follows: 
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Public Input 
There was none. 
 

Commissioner Lapsley made the motion to go out of the Public Hearing.  All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried. 
 

Vice-Chair  Edney made the motion to approve the incentives as presented.  All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 
 

2023.23 Draft Environmental Assessment – Clear Creek Sewer Discharge Permit Application 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to go into Public Hearing.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 

During the Board’s April 4, 2022, meeting, WGLA Engineering was contracted to develop the permit 
application for a wastewater treatment discharge into Clear Creek.  This is the first step in implementing 
the proposed Clear Creek Sewer System to serve Edneyville Elementary school, the NC Justice Academy, 
and surrounding areas.  A draft Environmental Assessment has been completed with comments received 
from State agencies.  The permit process requires the applicant, Henderson County, to conduct this public 
hearing.  A copy of the draft Environmental Assessment can be found at the following link: 
 

https://www.hendersoncountync.gov/engineering/page/draft-environmental-assessment-clear-creek-
sewer-discharge-permit 

             
 
 
 

 

https://www.hendersoncountync.gov/engineering/page/draft-environmental-assessment-clear-creek-sewer-discharge-permit
https://www.hendersoncountync.gov/engineering/page/draft-environmental-assessment-clear-creek-sewer-discharge-permit
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Eric Romaniszyn, a Senior Scientist with ClearWater Environmental Consultants in Hendersonville, stated 
they were contracted on behalf of Henderson County to complete an environmental assessment of the Clear 
Creek Sewer System project as mandated by the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  Mr. Romaniszyn 
presented the following overview for the Board.   
 
 

Will Buie with WGLA Engineers said this was a big step forward as they received comments from State 
and Federal Agencies related to this project as part of the draft document.  Of those comments, 90% have 
been dispersed or dispatched.  Those folks now agree that there is no significant impact related to the 
project.  They are addressing the last couple of comments as they move forward. Giving the public the 
opportunity to give public comment at tonight’s meeting is part of that process and will be wrapped into 
the final environmental documents.  
 
Vice-Chair Edney asked if this draft document was to get the treatment facility permit.   
 
Marcus Jones said this is the first step to get the permit for the wastewater treatment plant. Then we can 
move on to getting the collection system design permitted and construct.  
 
Vice-Chair Edney said that the map area does not include everywhere the County is running lines. However, 
Mr. Buie said the map does include all those lines.  
 
Vice-Chair Edney said no, it doesn’t.  It does not come up Hwy 64 all the way.  
 
Mr. Buie said it does not travel 64 the entire length. However, he said the sections of Hwy 64 are highlighted 
in orange in the above map.   
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Vice-Chair Edney asked how far it is to where the line ends on the map to where City sewer is currently 
available.  Mr. Buie said to get to where the City of Hendersonville has public sewer available; it is about 
2 miles away. 
 
Vice-Chair Edney stated, “so we are abandoning that part of the County?” Mr. Buie said absolutely not; 
there is potential that this could be expanded further.  However, this project looks at the basins of Lewis 
Creek, Henderson Creek, and along Clear Creek to Fruitland Road.   
 
Vice-Chair Edney said this is “baby step one” because we are taking sewer much further than the map 
indicates. 
 
Commissioner Lapsley noted that a copy of the environmental assessment had been made available for 
Board members to review; the copy is located in the Commissioners’ lobby. 
 
Chairman McCall asked if there were environmental impacts if this project did not move forward.  Mr. 
Buie said there most certainly were environmental impacts.  The fact that there are multiple package plants 
that discharge to streams that are classified as trout waters; many of those package plants have violations, 
they do not meet water quality standards today, and will continue to deteriorate over the years.  We will see 
a continued degradation of water quality if those package plants are not removed from the system.   
 
Chairman McCall stated that was one of the big reasons the Board is pursuing the project.   
 
Public Input 
There was none. 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to go out of the Public Hearing.  All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried. 
 

DISCUSSION 
2023.24   Tax Collector’s Report – Order Advertising Taxes 
The February 2023 Tax Collector’s report (required by N.C. Gen. Stat. §105-369(a)) was presented for the 
Board’s information.  Among the data presented in the amount of delinquencies for the 2022 tax year. 
 

N.C. Gen. Stat. §105-369(a) requires the Board to order each February the publication of the tax lien 
notification to delinquent taxpayers for the previous tax year. 
 

In February of each year, the tax collector must report to the governing body the total 
amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens on real property. A county 
tax collector's report is due the first Monday in February, and a municipal tax collector's 
report is due the second Monday in February.  Upon receipt of the report, the governing 
body must order the tax collector to advertise the tax liens. 
 

Tax Assessor Darlene Burgess, Deputy Collector Luke Small, and Assistant Assessor Kevin Hensley were 
present to ask the Board for permission to advertise the delinquent unpaid real property tax liens. 
 

Commissioner Hill asked if there was a larger amount that will be advertised this year in comparison to 
previous years’ advertisements.  Mrs. Burgess said there were less than last year.   
 

Commissioner Hill asked about the growth in the number of parcels over the last year.  Mrs. Burgess said 
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there are almost 70,000 parcels that are real property parcels.  She said there are probably 200-300 more 
than the prior year.  She said that number changes almost daily are parcels are sub-divided or combined.   
 

Commissioner Lapsley made the motion that the Board enter the proposed order directing the Tax Collector 
to advertise the delinquent real property tax liens for 2022. 
And further, 
Directs the Tax Collector to publish such advertisement according to the General Statutes of the State of 
North Carolina.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried. 
 

2023 Reappraisal Update 
• Darlene Burgess, Henderson County Tax Administrator, provided the Board with an update on 

the status of the 2023 Reappraisal.  Mrs. Burgess said that Kevin Hensley had spearheaded the 
reappraisal, and Luke Small has been a great help throughout the process. She also recognized 
Nicole Brown, who works in Tax Relief.  She credits her staff for working together in order to 
meet their goals and says they have been instrumental in making this a successful reappraisal. 
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Commissioner Hill asked Mrs. Burgess to define an “arms-length” transaction for the public's benefit.  She 
said an arms-length transaction is a bona fide sale between a buyer and a seller who are unrelated; It is also 
the best reflection of fair market value.  It is a sale that is not hindered by related party transactions or sales 
of multi-parcels or sales that may include personal property or any sale that might not reflect the true value 
of the property.   
 

 
 
Mrs. Burgess stated that the appraisers do not enter the homes for the appraisals. Instead, they measure the 
house, walk around the perimeter, take pictures, and leave a door hanger, so the property owner knows that 
the appraiser has been on site. 
 

Since the appraisers do not enter the homes, they sometimes must guess as to whether a basement or attic 
may be finished or unfinished.  She said staff relies on taxpayers to report interior areas that have been 
finished and to also look at their tax data to ensure it is accurate. 
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Commissioner Andreotta asked how they determine if there is interior space that is finished or unfinished.  
Mrs. Burgess says staff refers to the building permits that have been issued on the property.   
 

Chairman McCall asked why the appraisers do not enter the homes during their appraisal.  Mrs. Burgess 
stated the main reason is safety, and most taxpayers doe not want tax assessors inside their homes. 
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Commissioner Hill asked if the 2108 number represents new homes.  Mrs. Burgess said that number 
includes remodeling and addition permits.  
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Vice-Chair Edney clarified that the County reappraises real property every four years.  And there are some 
increases yearly based on new construction, remodels, and additions.  Mrs. Burgess said yes, that was 
correct.  Edney asked if the $14,386,039,813 number is the revaluation from four years ago with the 
incremental increase.  Burgess said that was correct. Edney said if the values went from revaluation to 
revaluation, the number would be much higher.   
 

Chairman McCall clarified for the record that the 48.07% increase in the tax base is not applied to parcels 
across the Board to all County parcels.  Mrs. Burgess said no, those are changed at different rates.  She 
added that the reappraisals would be mailed on Wednesday, February 8.   

 
 



February 6, 2023  30 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



February 6, 2023  31 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



February 6, 2023  32 
 

 
 

 

 
 



February 6, 2023  33 
 

 
 

 
 

Darlene Burgess reiterated that the 2023 Reappraisal Notices would be mailed this Wednesday, February 
8, 2023. 
 

Vice-Chair Edney asked when the tax values would be updated on the Tax Assessor’s website.  Mrs. 
Burgess said the new values would be available to view Tuesday, February 8, 2023, at 2:01 a.m. 
 

Chairman McCall commended the Tax Assessor, her staff, and the Board of Equalization and review for 
their work in the 2023 Reappraisal process. 
 
 

2023.25  Resolution – Supporting the Identification of Party Affiliation for Candidates for the Board 
of Education 
The Henderson County Board of Commissioners was requested to adopt the below Resolution in Support 
of the identification of party affiliation for candidates for the Henderson County Board of Education. 
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE IDENTIFICATION OF PARTY AFFILIATION FOR 
CANDIDATES FOR HENDERSON COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

WHEREAS, members of the Henderson County Board of Education are currently elected as non-
partisan candidates, and, 

 

WHEREAS, identification of candidates’ party and/or ideological affiliation will provide voters with 
more information on the policies and positions such candidates support; and, 

 

WHEREAS, an estimated twenty-nine (29) other school districts in North Carolina currently identify 
their Board of Education candidates by party affiliation; and, 

  

WHEREAS,  election clarity and transparency are of upmost importance to insure voters a basis for their 
decisions; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Henderson County Board of Commissioners as follows: 
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1. That the Henderson County Board of Commissioners requests the North Carolina General 
Assembly establish that henceforth the party affiliation of candidates for the Henderson County Board of 
Education be identified on any/all primary and general election ballots.  

 

2. Further, that this change in the election of the Henderson County Board of Education 
members shall not impact the terms of any current members of the Henderson County Board of Education. 

 

3. Further, this change begins in the next election cycle for Henderson County Board of 
Education members, in 2024. 

 

4. That this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Senator and Representatives who represent 
Henderson County in the North Carolina General Assembly and a copy be retained in the Office of the 
Clerk to the Board of Commissioners. 

 

Adopted this the 6th day of February 2023. 
 
 

Commissioner Andreotta made the motion to adopt the Resolution as presented.  All voted in favor, and the motion 
carried.   
 

Pisgah Legal Services Presentation 
Daniel Crary, Regional Development Officer with Pisgah Legal Services, presented an update to the 
Board. 
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Teen Court Project 
Dr. Michelle Geiser, Program Director with Hope Coalition, presented information to the Board on a 
proposed Teen Court project proposed for Henderson County. 
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After discussion, the consensus of the Board was to add this item to the agenda for the next Board meeting 
for additional discussion. 
 
State Budget Allocation – SL-2022-74 
Henderson County has received a $1,000,000 State Budget Allocation.  This allocation has been made as 
directed by the NC General Assembly pursuant to Session Law 2022-74 for local government projects to 
be used for public purposes.  Staff requested the Board to select projects to fund with the State Budget 
Allocation.  Once determined, the required Scope of Work will be submitted to the NC Office of State 
Management and Budget. 
 
  

 
Commissioner Lapsley made the motion to fund the library windows, DHHS Drainage Phase I, JP Paving, 
DHHS Drainage Phase II, and the EMSHQ Parking for $1M State Budget Allocation; or revised numbers 
for these projects that total $1M.  All voted in favor, and the motion carried.    
 
 
 
 
 

NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 

1. Fire Commission – 1 vac. 
 
 

Commissioner Hill made the motion to reappoint Martin Harris to position #7 by acclamation.  All voted 
in favor, and the motion carried. 
 

2. Henderson County Board of Equalization and Review – 1 vac. 
 
Vice-Chair Edney made the motion to reappoint Steve Wilkie to position #7.  All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 
 

3. Henderson County Transportation Advisory Committee - 1 vac. 
There were no nominations, and this item was carried to the next meeting. 
 

4. Home & Community Care Block Grant Advisory Committee – 1 vac. 
There were no nominations, and this item was carried to the next meeting. 
 

5. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council – 4 vacs. 
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There were no nominations, and this item was carried to the next meeting. 
 

6. Nursing/Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee – 12 vacs. 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to reappoint Jean Tuech to position #23 by acclamation.  All voted in 
favor, and the motion carried. 
 

COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
Commissioner Andreotta encouraged everyone to support local Girl Scouts out selling Girl Scout cookies. 
 

Commissioner Hill did not have any updates to share. 
 

Vice-Chair Edney noted that the cameras in the Boardroom were in dire need of replacement.  He asked for 
an update to the Boardroom audio and visual equipment.   
 

Commissioner Lapsley did not have any updates to share. 
 

Chairman McCall stated that MyfutureNC had met earlier in the day to review the problems with the 
workforce and the initiative to get kids back in school.   
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
County Manager John Mitchell thanked the Board for their attention to tonight’s long agenda. 
 

 Commissioner Edney made the motion that the Board go into closed session pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§143–318.11(a)(3)(5), for the reasons set out in the Board’s agenda packet.  All voted in favor, and the 
motion carried. 
 

Chairman McCall made the motion to go out of closed session and adjourn at 11.10 p.m.  All voted in favor, 
and the motion carried. 
 
 

ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                        
____________________________________          __________________________________                                  
Denisa A. Lauffer, Clerk to the Board   Rebecca McCall, Chairman 


