REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

HENDERSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, January 20, 2021
SUBIECT: Soil and Water Conservation District — Grant Application
PRESENTER: Jonathan Wallin, Henderson Soil and Water Conservation District Director

Kieran Roe, Conserving Carolina Executive Director

ATTACHMENTS: Yes
1. Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study Presentation
2. Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study Grant Application Spreadsheet
3. Resolution for Grant Request to NC Water Resources Development Grant

Program
No Conflict of Interest Certification
5. Feasibility Study Commitment Letter

e

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

The Henderson Soil and Water Conservation District is requesting that the Board approve an application
for a Water Resources Development Grant (WRDG) through the NC Department of Environmental
Quality, Division of Water Resources for a $6,000 Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study at Dodd
Meadows. This study will be accomplished in partnership with the local non-profit organization
Conserving Carolina, which will provide the required match funding. Conserving Carolina will study the
impaired Bat Fork reach, evaluate restoration options, and develop an implementation plan for
restoration and stream corridor management. The Feasibility Study will serve as the basis for future
grant applications and community engagement to develop a vision for nature-based recreation and
education. This project will serve as a model for other restoration projects in the Bat Fork watershed
and surrounding areas of Henderson County. No County dollars will be required.

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:

The Board is requested to approve the $6,000 grant application for the Bat Fork Stream Restoration
Feasibility Study at Dodd Meadows with Conserving Carolina. The study will allow for the development
of a plan for restoration and stream corridor management.

Suggested Motion:

I move the Board of Commissioners approve the 56,000 Water Resources Development Grant
application for the Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study with Conserving Carolina.
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Resolution for Grant Request to NC Water Resources Development Grant Program

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Soil and Water Conservation District desires to partner with
Conserving Carolina in sponsoring the Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study at Dodd
Meadows, a project to study an impaired section of Bat Fork Creek, evaluate restoration options,
and develop an implementation plan for restoration and stream corridor management,

AND WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina has established the N.C. Water Resources

Development Grant Program to provide cost-share grants and technical assistance to local
governments throughout the state for stream restoration and water management projects;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1) The Henderson County Board of Commissioners requests the State of North Carolina to
provide financial assistance to Henderson County for the Bat Fork Stream Restoration
Feasibility Study in the amount of $ 6,000 or 50% percent of nonfederal project costs,
whichever is the lesser amount;

2) Conserving Carolina assumes full obligation for payment of the balance of the study costs (or
non-federal portion);

3) The Board will comply with all applicable laws governing the award of contracts and the
expenditure of public funds by local governments.

Adopted by the Henderson County Board of Commissioners this 20th day of January,
2021. '

Teresa L. Wilson, Clerk to the Board William Lapsley, Chair

Henderson County Board of Commissioners

Revised: 11/30/20



DWR Water Resources Development Grant Program

No Conflict of Interest Certification

Henderson County hereby certifies that, to the best of its knowledge and belief, there are no

present or currently planned interests (financial, contractual, organizational, or otherwise)

relating to the work to be performed as part of the Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study

project that would create any actual or potential conflicts of interest (or apparent conflicts of
interest) for any of its employees, contractors, subcontractors, designees or other entities or

individuals involved in the Bat Fork Stream Restoration Feasibility Study project (including

conflicts of interest for immediate family members: spouses, parents, or children) that would
impinge on its ability to render impartial, technically sound, and objective assistance or advice or

result in it being given an unfair competitive advantage.

In this certification, the term "potential conflict” means reasonably foreseeable conflicts of
interest. Henderson County further certifies that it has and will continue to exercise due diligence
in identifying and removing or mitigating, to the NC Department of Environmental Quality's

satisfaction, any such conflict of interest (or apparent conflict of interest).

Print Name;

Signature:

Title:

Date:

Rev, 02
20170713



Henderson County
Board of Commissioners

1 Historic Courthouse Square e Suite 1 @ Hendersonville, NC 28792
Phone (828) 697-4808 & Fax (828) 692-9855 & www.hendersoncountync.gov

William G. Lapsley
Chairman

Rebecca K. McCall
Vice-Chairman

J. Michael Edney
Daniel J. Andreotta
David H. Hill

January 4, 2021

Mr. Amin Davis

NC Division of Water Resources, NC DEQ
512 N. Salisbury Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27604

Mr. Davis:

On behalf of Henderson County, we sincerely appreciate your consideration of this grant request for
feasibility study for the restoration of the Bat Fork Stream at Dodd Meadows. The purpose of the
study is to analyze the impaired Bat Fork reach, evaluate restoration options, and develop an
implementation plan for restoration and stream corridor management. Currently, over 400 tons of
sediment is being contributed to the watershed annually as a result of excessive bank erosion. This
study will allow experienced stream restoration engineers and ecologists to collect and analyze
information describing the Bat Fork project reach to understand stream impairment conditions, site
constrains, and stakeholder interests in stream corridor stewardship.

With this feasibility study, the project team will develop an implementation plan for design,
permitting, construction, and long-term management of the restoration project including education
and recreation uses of the stream corridor. Goals will include: the reduction of sediment entering the
waterway, aquatic and terrestrial habitat enhancements, construction of a scenic walking trail, and
construction of opportunities for outdoor educational access.

The feasibility study will determine the efforts required for the stream restoration, the creation of a
riparian buffer, and the educational access areas surrounding the stream. It is hoped that these
projects would be completed within two years of the end of the study. Funding sources, stakeholder
involvement, and weather-related events may impact the timeline.

‘Thank you for your consideration of our feasibility study to restore 1,900 linear feet of the Bat Fork
stream. Please do not hesitate to contact the Henderson Soil and Water Conservation District if you
have further questions.

Sincerely,

William G. Lapsley, Chairman
Henderson County Board of Commissioners



