
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

HENDERSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  August 3rd, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:    VW Settlement Grant Award  
  
PRESENTER:  Christine Wittmeier 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Yes 

1. VW Settlement Grant Award Letter 
  

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
In 2015, the Environmental Protection Agency cited Volkswagen (VW) with a Notice of 
Violation for manufacturing and installing emissions defeat devices in diesel engine vehicles. 
This $2.9 billion settlement will be used to fund U.S. projects that reduce emissions, and North 
Carolina received about $92 million. The settlement divided the funding into three phases over 
the next five years. At the Board’s September 3rd, 2019 meeting, the Board approved staff to 
apply for both the Diesel Bus and Vehicle program, and the DC Fast Charger program.  
 
On July 29th, 2020, Henderson County was awarded $111,989.53 for the DC Fast Charger 
Program that funds 100% of the equipment for a DC Fast Electric Vehicle charging station on 
government owned property available to the public. The location is in the 95 Courthouse 
overflow lot on 4th Avenue and is within a priority corridor that received funding preference. 
The location also met other station requirements including filling in charging station gaps, 
accessibility to the general public and being within a short walking distance to retail or service 
establishments. The charging station requires two parking spots and if interested, the County 
could expand to four with additional funding opportunities coming soon for Level 2 chargers. 
 
The DC Fast Charging Station provides various benefits to the County including supplying 80% 
of the vehicle’s charge in less than 30 minutes, diversifying fuel options for citizens, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, supporting the expansion of green infrastructure that could also 
support the County’s motor fleet, and providing a highly visible example of the county’s 
environmental values. It also includes an additional feature of a solar canopy that will supply 
power to the charging station, lessening the environmental impact. The solar power generated 
can be sold to the grid, sent into a building to offset grid electricity, or stored in an on-site battery 
for emergency situations.  
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
The Board is requested to accept the grant and authorize executing the award letter for the 
Department of Environmental Quality’s VW Settlement grant award of $111,989.53 for a DC 
Fast Charging station at the 95 Courthouse overflow parking lot. 
 

Suggested Motion: 
I move that the Board accept the grant and authorize executing the award letter for the 
Department of Environmental Quality’s VW Settlement grant award of $111,989.53 for a 
DC Fast Charging station at the 95 Courthouse overflow parking lot. 
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