REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

HENDERSON COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, November 20, 2019
SUBJECT: Presentation of Oklawaha Greenway Expansion Feasibility Studies
PRESENTER: David Tuch, President, Equinox

ATTACHMENTS: 1. PowerPoint Handout

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

In October of 2017, the County received a total of $96,000 via Surface Transportation Block Grant-
Directly Attributable (STBG-DA) funds for the creation of two studies to determine the feasibility of
extending the Oklawaha Greenway south to Blue Ridge Community College, with an option to expand
further to Flat Rock Park, and north to Westfeldt Park. The Board voted to accept the winning proposal
from Equinox, a local planning firm in February of 2018.

Since that time, Equinox conducted the studies by evaluating the land’s topography and environmental
features, conducting extensive property owner outreach and stakeholder meetings, and identifying
various opportunities and constratints. Equinox will present to the Board an overview of the study. Staff
will use the document to determine a final route by working with willing landowners.

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:
This presentation is for informational purposes only.

SUGGESTED MOTION:
None.
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Overview

e Funding: Surface Transportation Block
Grant-Directly Attributable (STBG-DA) funds

e Southern Extension: Blue Ridge Community
College & Flat Rock Park

e Northern Extension: Westfeldt & Kuntz Park

* +/-14.65 miles of proposed greenway
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The Feasibility Study

Vision & Goals

Summary of Past Plans

Existing Conditions Assessment
Property Owner Outreach

Steering/Stakeholder
Engagement

Opportunities & Constraints
Potential Routes & Alternatives
Action & Maintenance Plan

Phasing, Cost Summary &
Funding Sources

The Oklawaha Greenway extensions will create
connectivity between parks, municipalities, and
destinations through an accessible, continuous
greenway that serves as a walking and biking
spine for future greenway growth and connections
within Henderson County. The greenway will build
community through shared recreation and ease of

transportation.
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* Fletcher, Mills River,
Hendersonville and Flat Rock

* French Broad River, Mud
Creek, & Bat Creek

e Parks, greenways, Blue Ridge
Community College

 Natural Areas

Opportunities

e Existing sewer easements,
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Public & Stakeholder
Engagement
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Stakeholders

* Henderson County Greenway Master Plan Advisory
Committee, Recreation Advisory Board &
Transportation Advisory Board

*  Blue Ridge Community College

*  Friends of Oklawaha Greenway

* Henderson County Planning, Engineering, and the
Parks & Rec. Departments

* Healthy People-Healthy Carolinas

e  City of Hendersonville

»  Conserving Carolina EXPERIENCE IS IMPOR

* Henderson County Cooperative Extension

e The Town of Mills River

° Blue Rldge BicyCle ClUb d. imp n A WE NEED TO CONSIDER, AS

' A COMMUNITY, THE LARGER
* Henderson County Public Schools : WE ARE READY TO HELP: DESTINATIONS WITH WHICH WE

 Village of Flat Rock f lehousing,  Her h unding  WANT TO CONNECT: for exarmpl

miLl

«  Hendersonville Airport " non:pro










]

Sk oG .

TR e DA . Wetlands South of North Rugby Road

i






ey ¥

&

82

' Ridgé;-_geu't Q-e_k-n Rai lroad



he
S

o

Rail with Trail



Next Steps

Potential alignments have
been studied to test feasibility
from a physical constraints
perspective but specific
greenway alignments would
be determined based on
conversations with property
owners.

Work with other non-profit
groups such as Conserving
Carolina to secure greenway
easements.

Design, engineering &
construction

A6’ or greater
distance from trees
is recommended if a
swale is present

Existing grade

Install geo-textile fabric below
aggregate base material for
improved stability in wet areas ——'

Elevated greenway in wet,

floodprone areas

Note: Any fill within the
floodway will requires a no-
rise study. Balance of cut and
fill within the floodplain is
encouraged.
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10°-12" Typical Trail Width "
8 vertical
///_ clearance
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A/ . 12:1 max slope

Shoulder  / — 3:1maxslope
e "

N o / ~ Varies,
2% max cross slope i 2 recommended

)\

k Stormwater
swale

In wet areas with unstable
soils, shoulder should be

raised above existing grade

Photo Courtesy of
Friends of Oklawaha Greenway
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