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PUBLIC INPUT SHALL BE LIMITED TO
THREE (3) MINUTES PER PERSON.

EACH PERSON SHOULD:

(1) STATE YOUR NAME

(2) IN WHAT AREA OF THE COUNTY YOU LIVE

(3) SPEAK IN A CLEAR AND COURTEOUS MANNER.
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Position Statement
Proposed Modification to the Henderson County Animal Ordinance
July 20, 2011

The Blue Ridge Humane Society is a nonprdfit, limited-admission animal welfare
organization dedicated to providing a safe sheltering environment for homeless, injured and
abused animals awaiting adoption. We are committed to proper animal care, spay and
neutering as the responsible control for our community’s pet population and the reduction of
needless euthanasia. We have operated for over 60 years within Henderson County, North
Carolina.

The members of the Board of Directors for the Blue Ridge Humane Society have
unanimously approved the following position statement regarding the proposed modification to
the county’s animal ordinance that would aliow the sale, trade or giveaway of dogs and cats in
open-air markets and flea markets.

“As members of the Board of Directors, it is our responsibility to advocate for the
humane treatment of all animals. Henderson County euthanized over 3600 homeless
animals in 2010 due to pet overpopulation. Tragically, most were adoptable animals.
This modified ordinance will further the exploitation of animals and deliberate breeding,
creating further overpopulation. Blue Ridge Humane Society strongly opposes
modification to the Animal Ordinance that would allow the sale, trade, or giveaway of
cats and dogs in open-air markets.

Based on information provided by our Veterinary Advisory Board, the sale of
animals in an unlicensed, unsupervised, uninspected setting puts humans and animals
at risk for health threats such as rabies, parasites, and other communicable diseases.
The indiscriminate sales of animals, fosters opportunistic display of young, stressed,
and perhaps ill animals to unsuspecting consumers. Lack of medical oversight, a
written contract, or proof of ownership in such a setting, leaves consumers without
recourse.

In support of the humane treatment of animals in Henderson County, the Blue
Ridge Humane Society respectfully requests that the Commissioners vote against this
proposed modification of the Animal Ordinance.

Scott Keels, President Terri Thompson, Executive Director

Blue Ridge Humane Society Blue Ridge Humane Society
Board of Directors



