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PuBLIC COMMENT SIGNUP SHEET

Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §153A-52.1, the Henderson County welcomes public comment at its meetings. Please
note that each speaker is limited to three (3) minutes, unless a different time limit is announced. Also, the Board
may adopt rules limiting the number of persons speaking taking the same position on a given issue, and other rules
regarding the maintenance of good order.

Each speaker should be aware and by their signatures hereto they agree that their comments may be recorded (by
audio-visual recordings, photography or other means), and may be (but are not required to be) broadcast by the
County as a part of the broadcast of this meeting, or as a part of the County’s programming on its local video
channel(s). By their signature they further agree that Henderson County is and will be the sole owner of all
rights in and to such programming. The undersigned hereby indemnifies Henderson County, its employees and
agents, against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, costs and expenses arising out of the use of the
undersigned’s images and words in connection therewith.
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Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, infants, and Children_ (WIc)
October 16, 2013

WIC, a program fully funded by the federal government, provides food and nutrition assistance
to low-income pregnant and post-partum women, along with infants and children up to 5 years
of age. Certain foods can be bought through WIC, typically through benefit checks to
participants. To qualify, women or children must fall under 185 percent of the federal poverty
level, generally $43,568 for a family of four.

Funding

WICis a public health nutrition program under the jurisdiction of the United States Department
of Agriculture {USDA). It is a domestic discretionary program funded annually through the U S,
Senate and House Appropriations Committee. The USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)
drafts WIC's annual budget proposal for the Federal fiscal year (Oct 1-Sept 30). Through the
funding process Congress determines the level of funding that the Program will receive each
year. Once the appropriation passes Congress and is signed into law, grants are provided to

each state, and administered at the Jocal level by county and city heaith centers, or private
nonprofits.

Effect of Shutdown

Federal funds set to go to states for WIC benefits in the new fiscal year, which started October 1, were
not distributed because of the Federal budget stalemate. Last fiscal year, the U.S. Government paid

states and the District of Columbia nearly $6.5 billion in WIC grants, on average about $127 million per
state,

On October 8, the state of North Carolina notified nearly 264,000 wbmen, infants and children
that their benefits would be suspended because of a lack of funds.

About 80 percent of those enrolled in WIC had already received benefits for October. This
included clients who had been given vouchers in August and September to be used in October.

On October 10, the state used dollars left over from tast fiscal year and some funding from a
US. Food and Nutrition Service $125 million contingency fund made available to continue
benefits in all states through October. If this had not happened, 20 percent of our WIC clients
would have received no benefits this month.

If the federal funding stalemate is not resolved, many states may be forced to end benefits at
the end of October.

October 16, 2013



Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

October 16,2013

Impact of Program

On average one out of every two babies born in the U.S. are enrolled in the WIC
program.

In Henderson County, more than 2500 women and children were enrolled in the
program as of August 2013.

North Carolina has the eighth-largest WIC population in the country.

WIC program benefits used in local stores and markets provides economic stimulus that
impacts the broader community through generating jobs and greater spending.

Last Federal fiscal year, a total of $1,673,936.16 was paid to local grocery stores for the
redemption of WIC vouchers.

Example of WIC Funding Cuts

During our shutdown, a mother with a very high risk infant was unable to get formula due to
WIC benefit cuts the day before. Because of special medical concerns, her doctor had placed
the infant on a special formula that is not available in local food banks. The cost of this formula
could reach $350 dollars per month. Without the WIC program, it is highly likely that this infant
would be given watered down formula to make it stretch.

How WIC Helps

WIC reduces fetal deaths and infant mortality.

WIC reduces low birth weight rates and increases the duration of pregnancy.
WIC improves the growth of nutritionally at-risk infants and children.

WIC decreases the incidence of iron deficiency anemia in children.

WIC improves the dietary intake of pregnant and postpartum women and improves
weight gain in pregnant women.

Pregnant women participating in WIC receive prenatal care earlier.

Children enrolled in WIC are more likely to have a regular source of medical care and
have more up to date immunizations.

WIC helps get children ready to start school: children who receive WIC benefits
demonstrate improved intellectual development.

October 16, 2013
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