
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

HENDERSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  July 19, 2006 
 
 
SUBJECT:   Statement of Intention for Standard or Electing Status for the 

Work First Program  
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  Reasons for Recommending Standard Status 
    Recommended Work First Planning Committee 
    Request for Standard or Electing Status for the Work First Program  
     
 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
 
State law requires each county, biennially, to submit a County Work First Block Grant Plan to the 
Division of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  Each county Board of Commissioners is required, 
by Statute, to: 
 

• Notify the State (prior to August 31, 2006) as to whether the county selects standard or 
electing status.  Notification includes documentation of majority vote and Chairman’s 
signature (notification form attached).   

 
• Appoint a member of the Board of Commission to the Work First Planning Committee. 

 
• Approve the Work First Planning Committee membership (recommended membership 

attached). 
 
 
The Henderson County Board of Social Services recommends Standard Status and approval of the 
Work First Planning Committee membership. 
 
 
 
 
COUNTY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION/BOARD ACTION REQUIRED: 
Recommend accepting recommendation(s) of DSS Board. 



Reasons for Recommending Standard Status 
 

 
• County Experience: 

 Electing status four years 
 Standard status four years 
 Only ten (10) counties currently are electing (originally twenty-three) 
 Planning Committee and staff recommended Standard status FY 2002-2004 

and  FY 2005-2007 
 

• Program 
 Standard and Electing counties now have same flexibility in employment 

program services 
 

• Financial 
 No fiscal incentives 
 Standard status is less fiscal risk (State assists county if funding is 

insufficient; Electing counties are responsible if funding is insufficient) 
 

• County may amend status recommendation prior to April 1, 2007 



Recommended Work First Planning Committee 
 

AGENCY/COMMUNITY MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE 
Dept. of Social Services Patti Leonard 

Health Department  
Board of Commissioners  
Board of Social Services  

Employment Security Commission  
Public Schools  

Chamber of Commerce  
Work First participant  

Interfaith Assistance Ministry  
Western Carolina Community Action  

Mental Health  
Job Link  

Pisgah Legal Services  
Faith Link  

Faith Link Advisory Committee  
Housing Coalition  

Living Income Task Force  
Mainstay  

  
DSS Staff – Income Maintenance  

DSS Staff – Services  
DSS Staff – Administration/Finance  
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