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Purpose of Study

To provide transportation planning in 
support of this community’s vision for 
continuing growth.  This vision is to be 
reflected in the Transportation Plan, the 
Comprehensive Plan, and other future 
planning documents.



Today’s Presentation
• Background

– Planning data
– Comprehensive Plan

• Travel Demand Model 
– System deficiencies
– Alternative analysis
– Project considerations

• Recommendations
– Local considerations
– Transition areas
– Improvement Priorities

• Comprehensive Transportation Plan Adoption





Relative Growth, 2000-2030
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The Land Use ConnectionThe Land Use Connection

Mobility

Land
Access

Mobility

Land
Access

Freeway Freeway 
•• high mobility, lower accesshigh mobility, lower access

Expressway Expressway 
•• balance between mobility and accessbalance between mobility and access

Boulevard Boulevard 
••lower mobility, high accesslower mobility, high access

Major and Minor ThoroughfaresMajor and Minor Thoroughfares
••access to local streetsaccess to local streets



Freeway 
• Interchanges

• High speed limits

• Full access control



Expressway
• 45 - 60 mph speed limit

• No signals

• Right in, right out     

• Partial control of access



Boulevard

• 35 - 50 mph speed limit

• Limited access control

• median breaks more often



Major Thoroughfare
• All US and  NC Routes

• More than three travel lanes

• Full access to adjacent land



Minor Thoroughfare



Projects In E+C

• R-2214: Widen US 25, Fletcher to Brookside Camp Rd.
• R-2588: Widen NC 191, NC 280 to Kinsington Rd.
• R-4430: Widen Upward Rd, US 176 to Howard Gap Rd.
• U-4428: Widen US 64 to 3 lanes, Blythe St to US 25S.
• R-505: Widen US 225/US 25 to I-26 Connector to 4 lane 

expressway.
• I-4400: Widen I-26 to 6 lanes.



Existing + Committed Projects
2030 PM Peak
Bandwidth = Volume

Color = V/C Ratio
Under 0.80
0.80 to 1.20
Above 1.20



Types of Traffic Problems

• Congested Radial Corridors 
• Local Circumferential Traffic 
• Crossing I-26
• Hot Spots & Bottlenecks



Congested Radial Corridors

• US 64 east/Sugarloaf Road
• US 64 /7th Avenue
• US 64 west
• US 25 north 
• NC 191
• US 176/Old Spartanburg Hwy



Existing + Committed Projects
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume



Circumferential Traffic
“Inner Loop”

– Blythe St./Lake St./Hebron St./State St.
– Erkwood Dr./Shepard St./Airport Rd.
– Tracey Grove Rd./Duncan Hill Rd./Berkeley Rd.

“Outer Loop”
– North and South RugbyRugby Road
– Upward Road
– Howard Gap Road 



Existing + Committed Projects
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume



Existing
Loop with Existing Roads



1991
1991 Thoroughfare Plan Loop



Crossing I-26

• US 25 North
• Brookside Camp Road
• Clear Creek Road
• US 64 
• Dana Road
• Tracey Grove Road
• Upward Road



Existing + Committed Projects
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume



Hot Spots & Bottlenecks

• US 64 from Sugarloaf Rd. to Dana Rd.
• US 64 at RR & Maple St.
• US 25 between N. Main St. & NC 191
• US 25 & Berkeley St.
• NC 191 north of Blythe St.
• US 64 west of Blythe St.
• US 64 through Horseshoe area



Existing + Committed Projects
2030 PM Peak
Bandwidth = Volume

Color = V/C Ratio
Under 0.80
0.80 to 1.20
Above 1.20



Alternatives Analysis for Future
Northern Connector
Linking I-26 and US 25

• Clear Creek Connector
• Brookside Camp Road
• Balfour Parkway
• Other



Clear Creek Improvements
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume



Clear Creek Improvements
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume
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Brookside Camp Improvements
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume



Brookside Camp Improvements
2030 Daily Traffic

Bandwidth = Volume
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Balfour Parkway Phase I 
Improvements

2030 Daily Traffic
Bandwidth = Volume



Balfour Parkway Phase II 
Improvements

2030 Daily Traffic
Bandwidth = Volume



Balfour Parkway Phase III 
Improvements

2030 Daily Traffic
Bandwidth = Volume



Balfour Parkway Phase III 
Improvements

2030 Daily Traffic
Bandwidth = Volume



Balfour Parkway Phase III 
Improvements

2030 Daily Traffic
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Recommendations

• Local support for current TIP projects
• Access management for US 25 North,      

US 176 and Four Seasons Blvd
• Efficient “Loop” operations
• Howard Gap Road improvements
• I-26 Northern Connector



Access Management
• Recommended for US 25 North, US 176 and 

Four Seasons Blvd
• Consistent with Statewide Multi-modal Plan 

and Comprehensive Plan
• Preserve mobility and safety on “gateway” 

corridors
• Operational improvements at relatively low 

cost without a “one size fits all” approach



Inner “Loop”

• Local impacts only
• Opportunities to protect corridors for future 

connections (Maple Road?)

• Relatively low-cost, easy-to-implement in stages
• Key is managing traffic

– Don’t make it too attractive
– Maintain steady, moderate speeds
– Promote pedestrian & vehicular safety



Howard Gap Road
• Critical to eastern growth

– Distributes traffic to I-26 crossings & interchanges
– Complements I-26 & US 64
– Serves new development

• Long term goal: widen to 4 lanes with median
– Staged improvements to precede development
– Protect right of way for future cross section

• Effective access management & land use 
coordination will be critical to preserve 
capacity & performance.





Balfour Parkway
• Uses new alignments instead of existing 

roads 
• Three phases 

– Phase I: New interchange at Clear Creek 
location connection to US 25 

– Phase II:  West to NC 191, north of Stoney 
Mountain Rd.

– Phase III: East to US 64, north of Nix Rd.
• Opportunity for limited access facility 

increases mobility



Next Steps

• Local TAC adoption
• Public Involvement
• Local endorsement of Transportation Plan
• MPO adoption
• Inclusion in French Broad River MPO 

Long Range Transportation Plan 
• Continuing development of other modes



Transportation Planning in the French Broad River Region
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